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36:34
On Cindy you

36:55
Alright. Welcome to Plan check. NC, la Alliance, I believe this is the last plan check of the year. So it's been a been a journey. Thank you guys for all sticking it out. With that, we can jump into the planning announcements and planning updates and start the meeting. I ask everyone that's available that can please put your name, contact information, neighborhood council, you represent community, you represent email. If you can into the chat, I'll do mine as well. For those who do not know, my name is Denzel Henderson. I'm a planning liaison for the Los Angeles Planning Department, and I really serve the role of being that bridge between the department and the community members the neighborhood councils, and doing my best to simplify the information so you can reach me at planning dot liaison at La city.org and my name is Denzel Henderson. I have a staff of me and Santos. Santos is also a planning liaison. He can also be reached at the planning dot liaison at La city.org email address. All right, good morning to all. I don't want to manipulate the time, monopolize the time this morning, so I'm going to jump into the announcements, and then we'll open it up to Q and A, questions, concerns or anything that anyone wants to bring up, planning related for the maybe first 1520 minutes of today. All right, I'm going to my note sheet here, and here we go. Let's see, is everyone aware of what's happening with Ed one? Head nods, shakes, eye contact. Anyone, anyone heard the updates to my understanding ed one is done. Is that? Is that breaking news, or is the first time you're hearing it? One is done. And the way I like to simplify it is maybe ed one is transferred into a new program, which is called affordable housing streamline program. So Ed one, as we know it, is no longer. The mayor ended that executive directive, and I believe the new program, affordable housing streamlining program, is just waiting to be signed, and that is the new a contingent of what Ed one was. It has some new regulations, some new things in it, some of the same stuff with some more levels of review, some different criteria on streamlining and what I can do for anyone that doesn't have that information. I can drop the link to the ordinance in this chat so you can read up on it if you're interested. And as always, we will be posting this on the community corner section of the website by the 15th of the month. So we

39:25
got, basically been codified. It now exists in LA Municipal Code and is still with us, even though ed one as an executive directive is gone.

39:41
It's It's like we're twins. You said it very direct,

39:47
fair enough. All right, moving on to the rest of the planning announcements here, and I'll be sure. Matter of fact, I'll do that right now is drop the the link to the ordinance for anyone that would like to read up on it. So I don't. Have to come back. Here we go. It's now in the chat. All right. The next announcement we have from planning is we finished. We concluded all of our plums meetings for the year. So no more planning and land use meeting committees and I believe City Council. Last day was yesterday, so we concluded the city's work for the year in that public form and space. Not a lot of new updates. As far as the progress to SB 79 to my understanding, we're still waiting on the maps from the different agencies that are involved in the decisions from the planning department or the city's direction are still waiting approval, or they're going to have funding to propose some of the other options attached to the mandates of SB 79 I believe a new member for the South LA APC was announced recently. On December 11, a draft proposed oil ordinance was at CPC, so we have that information available. If anyone signed up for the E blast you would have received that. City Planning also put out a six month progress report on the chip ordinance the California Housing incentive program as part of the housing element. So we'll have links and information available for all these announcements on our website, under the community corner page. And lastly, one of our updates was that the City Council adopted the emergency shelter code a minute. And outside of that, what we're looking forward to in January our 2026 is the coming online of the new development service bureau. That's the team that came to plan check maybe last month and spoke about how we're integrating some of La DBS services into planning, trying to make that one stop shop, so that no matter where you enter the process, you have all the information in one place. And those are pretty much the announcements from the planning department for the end of the year. With that, I would like to open it up to any questions, comments, any information you would like us to take back to the planning department, if anything was unclear. If you like more information, we're now going to open that space up and available. So I'm going to mute my microphone and we can take hand raised questions or move the meeting in the direction that best serves everyone.

42:20
With that, I see August is up first, and welcome August.

42:23
Good morning.

42:26
My community has a bone to pick with planning, because we have a whole neighborhood in uproar over a 500 100 resident development proposed for the Golf Course open space, and one of the reasons given,

43:02
that they can do this

43:05
ministerially. Is under

43:10
Is this the one in Westwood? Brentwood? No? Woodland Hills. Woodland Hills, yes, sorry, got him confused. Cindy,

43:23
they can do it ministerially Because the specific plan and community plan are over 25 years old, and they don't need to comply with any of the plans that are older than 25 years old. The planning department started the Community Plan update in 2017 we're eight and a half years down the road, and we still don't have the EIR. We're still at the second level of the five stage process, and a community is very upset. I hold the planning department and the city council responsible for this, because community plans are not a priority. They haven't been for 25 years.

44:18
So that's my beef today.

44:25
You've definitely been heard in like, this is one of those conversations where it's it's challenging being here as representing the department and not being able to give you the answer or the response, like, we'll be better, or we'll fix this. You've expressed that concern throughout the year. Community plans are taking way too long to adopt fix and we just haven't been doing a great job of it. We were able to get three done this year, or started the Boyle Heights, downtown and harbor, and even those are still in the stages of formal legality, so it is taking quite some time. And. And well,

45:01
I don't think the

45:06
planner in charge of the Southwest Valley has been very assertive and aggressive in dealing with this, and the community hasn't been involved in maybe two years, so much that community's forgotten about a community plan update, until this is thrown in our face. You know, we could have, should have had this done, and now we're suffering.

45:38
All right, I'll leave. And this isn't the best solution, but I can tell you that on Friday, Cindy Cleghorn had a meeting with Kevin Keller, and it was a direct one on one. Well, I was there, so two on one, but it was a meeting. It was in house, and we were just going over some of the concerns that we've heard throughout the years, the information that I've taken back, the information that hasn't it was like, What are we doing about this, there's a need. There's a calling. We haven't had representatives from the executive team attending these meetings, being a representative, being a face to the community and responding. And some of the things that we discussed was making that more of a thing, not a thing, but coming to these meetings, being present, and being able to receive that information, and also coming up with ways to make sure that the neighborhood councils, the focus, the ideas and agendas, are prioritized. So if I'm going to this meeting all year and I'm going back and saying, hey, the community plans, the community plans, community plans, they're hearing it from all their other factors, but then still, nothing's getting done. Where's where's the need being served, and is it just talk? So we are starting to have those conversations. I think some of the initial ideas were to get Kevin here to this meeting more often. I believe he said he was going to try to commit to twice a year. And I was like, we were like, That's a start, but that's not actually answering the question. So we were having those developments, and those conversations are taking place. And he did show mutual interest in responding to this, he did give the caveat that he was with the mayor's team for the last four years, so he was away from the planning department, but now that he's back, he wants to have a more involved role.

47:12
Yeah, I the plan, at least from our perspective, the planning department is not utilizing neighborhood council people as much as they did in the past. And I, you know, I suspect you have a lot of unfilled vacancies, and you know, stuff is slowing down, but to the extent that we can work with the planning department on speeding up some of this stuff, you know, the planning department is becoming a choke point, and Then the next choke point is the city council, because the Ventura Boulevard plan amendment has been going on for possibly eight years also, and it just got sent to city Council, and they're not doing anything with it either. Mm, it just takes. I mean, as few cases as we see, there doesn't seem to be coming. Nothing's coming out of planning.

48:36
All right. Well, thank you for your comments. Definitely heard, and the way that I process the information right now was just from working from the planning department, there's the agenda from the mayor, there's the agenda from the city council. Where's the agenda from the neighborhood councils, like, where are we prioritizing and balancing that as a whole in department? So that's the comment that I'm taking back to the team, and I'm happy to echo that to my supervisors and executives executive staff. With that, we're going to move on to the next question. We're at 1014, and boy oh boy, is this seeking hot over here. I'm like, Cindy, where are you? Where are you? Cindy, all right.

49:11
Barbara, thank you. Thank you for being here, Denzel. We really appreciate you, and know how lucky we are to have you here. That said. What do you hear in the department about efforts to challenge the timeline for SB 79 alternative plans? We know that there is language in SB 79 that allows a city to adopt an alternative plan, but we also know that the deadline by July is completely unrealistic for a city the size of Los Angeles. So not only should there be an admit, a legislative fix. Six in terms of a cleanup bill, an urgent cleanup bill, which the city should be lobbying for, in which the planning department should be educating the city council about and about the need for it. But also there's a need to have legislation that would challenge SB, 79 and I guess, I guess, what I'm feeling is that there is a very important role for city planning. Urban Planning, it is a profession. It is a practice. It has brought great benefit to cities around the world. And there doesn't seem to be a voice, a loud voice coming from planning, that says, Hey guys, we're here, and we can do a lot for the city, and there is value in what we do. And SB 79 basically allows developers and speculators and Wall Street LLCs and REITs to become our city's planners, and it needs to be said whether or not the council necessarily does the right thing. There needs to be an educational component coming from the people who do this, and I realize there are sensitivities, but the mayor opposed this. The City Council voted to oppose it, and yet, la, la is the biggest city in the state. It would help small cities so much if the city started talking. So what can we do? What do you hear? Or is it that the city, and I know that that Matthew glasney is a very abundant housing person and and is I just don't, I don't know if that's for Tony's point of view as well. I guess we don't know where the planning department is in all this, and it's surprising that that, you know, I'm a cheerleader for planning, and I don't know if planning is cheerleading for themselves, so I'll leave it at that.

52:12
All right, your comment has been heard, and I don't want to misspeak at all, so I'm just going to stick to what I know in the facts of how the information has been presented to me. SB, 79 is happening. There's, it's happening. So there's, it's going to happen in either one or three ways. One the city. So we're not going to say planning the city does nothing, and it effectuates the way it's written, and it goes into effect. Part two is, we come up with a plan to make some changes and defer effectuation in some areas. So in what I mean by make changes, to me, it's minimal. It's not like we can change the whole thing, but maybe we can shift 10% here, 20% there, maybe target some areas that this just doesn't work and come up with a comprehensive plan that's Lane in terms of but that's to delay. In order to delay, what I understand was it, went to council planning, wrote the report, we communicated that if we're going to go forward with these options, to make slight changes that are allowed by SB 79 we need time and tools to provide the information. When you say, planners do, this is what planners do, what we need. We don't just make plans. We need to gather information. Sometimes we don't have the tools in place to get the information. So we have to develop that. So In layman terms, I believe we asked city council to, like, help them come up with the direction that they are guide them to the information that they need. We needed some budget criterias to go ahead and do this work, and that needs to happen fairly quickly in order for us to come out so you don't hear anything from planning, because the law or SB 79 wasn't created at the local level. It came from the state. So it was, it was mandated on us. So now, based on the information that they have and the information that's available, we need to take that information, process it as quickly as possible, make the best decisions based on our experience, and then we can craft a plan that we see best fits the nature or the city of Los Angeles as a whole. And then into the 15 separated districts are the community plans.

54:21
So, yeah, you're, I mean, you're absolutely right. It is a law, but it is being from what I understand, there are efforts going to happen that will challenge it. The other problem is that I do think the motion was introduced to city council to give planning. I think 365 or $75,000 to buy a program to model how this will come. How can how this would play out the way it is. But we don't have the maps for bus routes from skag. The current mapping that's been done is only for fixed. Is transit. So for subways and light rail, we know where the transit stops are, and we can draw circles around those spots to know where it is affected, but we don't know about the bus stops, and the bus stops are going to be everywhere, and that's a problem. The other thing is that the numbers, as you said, the numbers of housing units that SB 79 creates have to be created in an alternative plan, as you mentioned, there can be shifting. Problem with that at this point is that clearly we want to avoid gentrification in certain communities that are more sensitive or prone to being gentrified, but that and we also know that certain districts, like high fire severity zones, shouldn't have more density. What's happening is that the area that remains to be the recipient of all this new density is already probably high opportunity areas in the flats that have already been targeted by planning for more density. So speaking as one who's 45 foot commercial districts now apparently in the housing element, without our knowing, are zoned to go up to 10 stories on streets with one through traffic lane. I don't know how the city can comply and actually have a livable city without destroying other communities by trying to save others who deserve to be spared from gentrification, because we just won't we. It'll be unbelievable. So I don't see how, I mean, I know we have to comply with the law, but I don't see how it's it, how people can remain silent in city hall saying this, we're going to, we're going to work it out somehow, because really, you have to comply with the law, but the impacts have to be explained, and there has to be a process. The city council needs to understand it, the public needs to understand it, so that the legislators in Sacramento who represent our districts who voted to support this without even knowing what our housing elements said, need to change and introduce those motions to either give more time and or to amend the bill with a cleanup bill that is realistic. Okay?

57:32
Thank you. No, thank you for the comment. Okay, thank you. I, I feel strange about saying this, but I thought the city attorney was also working on something.

57:41
Well, she I, she has,

57:46
she has. She wasn't given a council order to explore a given thing, but she was told you can kind of go out there, but there's an oversight function where she's really completely free to do, I think what might need to be done. I don't, I don't know. It's a weird motion. People should look at it. It's, it's a bit odd, right?

58:15
All right, that was the comment that I wanted to just I know, we talked about the mayor, we talked about city council, about planning department,

58:21
I don't maybe the city attorney. Maybe this is a question we need to clarify. Can the city attorney on her own decide to enter into litigation? I doubt it. She probably doesn't have the money to hire a lawyer to do this, and she probably needs extra help. I don't know. I'm not a city attorney. I don't know how these things work and how their staffing is, but I know that if there's litigation, the city probably has to I'm guessing maybe that's the question, Does the city council need to authorize the city attorney to to enter into litigation? How far can the city attorney go with helping to challenge this measure and save some of our neighborhoods.

59:09
Got it alright. Thank you. I just added my information to the chat. Appreciate the comment. Planning is aware. The only thing I can offer from there is the idea suggestion, like, even when planning is going through this modeling, let's bring in these concerns of the neighborhood councils and community during the process. That's the level of planning

59:33
contributions to this can take.

59:37
I do see, yeah, I think if you if planning can help give us the tools to go to our electeds. I mean, we're very lucky. My state assembly member is Rick Zabur. He's the only one that really had the courage to speak out before his peers opposing SB 79 but I think it would help if there. Is a position paper, for example, or at least a fact sheet from planning that can be given to legislators. There's an ask, there's my Christmas ask you.

1:00:24
You're muted. Got it? Thank you. No problem taking that over to the team, but it is a big ask, but no problem getting it over there. I'll make sure I deliver that to the team. We are in the holiday season, so schedules towards the end of the year, with plum and city council coming to an end, lot of vacations, lot of vacations in the department, Miriam. Miriam King, I see you have your hand up. We're at 1026, and I see about five more hands after that, but I'm available. And here we go. Miriam, are is that King, if I'm saying that wrong, Marianne,

1:01:05
Marianne King,

1:01:15
all right, we'll go ahead to the next Assad.

1:01:20
Yes, good morning, and first I will start thank you for what are you all? All you do this is Asad al Najar. I'm one of the senior managers at the City of LA for 36 years. I'm on the Porter Ranch neighborhood council, and I'm currently the candidate for mayor of La for 2026 to echo on what was said. This is an opportunity for the neighborhood councils to add into the charter empowerment for the neighborhood councils and the planning so that jointly we have more say and more role in the plum committee we the SB 79 in the heart and soul is written to solve problems in California. However, they forgot that Los Angeles is totally different than any city, not only in California and the United States. So as a Council, as mayor office, as all of us together. City of LA, we need to have an amendment to the SB 79 negotiated in which the empowerment comes back to the mayor's office, Council, to the planning and the neighborhood council. That's the only way SB 79 we have so many lots along the Orange Line, and I'm one of the designers for the orange line, for example, there are so many lots. Is not going to affect the density, is not going to affect anybody, and it's still in the vicinity of the station. So I'm hoping that we all together try to make some amendment in the charter, while it's happening right now to empower the neighborhood council on a second thought, yesterday, the Woodland Hills meeting, we had close to 2000 people, and this is going to be a critical project for planning. To go look at it especially, I'll bring the one main issue, especially, I'm very active with the LA Fire Department for 22 years, putting all these 300 something homes in that area with those windy roads, is an accident waiting to happen. There is. It's a mission impossible, to evacuate these people if, God forbid, a fire happens. Plus, our infrastructure is not ready to give them water, electricity, sewage, you name it. So from the planning perspective, you need to watch out that they are coming with the A, b2, 011, saying it's a glove fit. However, there is a lot of concerns, so hopefully you could take this message back that the project is being sold as a package to fit A, b2, 011, while a reality, it's just a facade. And thank you all for what you're doing.

1:04:20
All right, we appreciate your comments. Yes, I was.

1:04:24
I was nervous in preparation about that case this week, when I was like, Oh man, we're going to plan check this week, and it's here. Everyone's going to know about it. I'm going to ask all these questions. What am I going to say? Planning is going to do their best to comply with the law. We there's things we can and can't do. Safety is our main supporter of addressing like hillsides or fire severity areas. Comes from Sequa. Sequo is the California environment Equality Act. That's our law. So you have to answer these questions. This is layman. You have to answer these questions, and if you can our. They can be mitigated, then there's a way you can move forward in the process. And one thing I'm never going to do is come here and say, because something sounds like a bad project or it doesn't fit in the community, if it's a way for it to move forward, that's usually what the planning process as a whole has been designed to do. I think I stated that fairly clear, we do our best to try to improve projects or make the best recommendations we can to get a project to completion, and if a project doesn't fit, maybe there's something wrong with the process, and that's what we need to start addressing as a whole. But it's really hard when the state laws come and they supersede local government, which is our role. But thank you for your time. Appreciate the comments. Yes, planning is aware of this case. I was scratching my head in preparation to figure out how we would even talk about it. There is a process in place, and anyone that wants to be a part of it, stay up to date. You can sign up for the interested party list. You can follow the council file, etc, and then I'm always happy to take on the questions, take it back to the team and connect you with the planners to get that critical level of understanding of what's happening, why it's happening, and what we can do in the future.

1:06:15
Miss Laura Myers,

1:06:18
Hi. Good morning. Can you hear me? Yes.

1:06:23
Okay, so one thing on the skag maps, and then the topic I really want to talk about. So the maps that we have seen so far, and I don't know if they are quote skag maps or whatever, but the map that was published, it seems to be including proposed, projected, maybe they'll happen. Maybe they won't. Transit lines that don't yet exist, and the stations for them, and one in particular in our community, the station at Adams and Crenshaw that they're showing on this map, that would be the K line Crenshaw K line, northern extension, which may or may not have happened for the next 30 years, and the station is right south of the 10 freeway. It seems unrealistic to most of us in the community to they they have to go underneath the freeway, and the freeway is a sunken freeway, so to bring the the train up from just from a few blocks south, actually at exposition, and then sink all the way down and then come right back up at Midtown Plaza, we all think is stupid, and just skip the station altogether and just go straight ahead. So who knows what's going to really happen. But for the purpose of these maps, they're pre planning to essentially wipe out the historical and single family zoning in a radius around that location, we have a historic district, a lot of single family zoning. And it just seems completely nuts for something that may never happen and certainly wouldn't happen in probably in our lifetime. So that's, I think everyone needs to check those maps really carefully, because some of the projected things are projected for next few years, and some of them are maybe kind of, sort of, if there's ever funding, and you know, then we may change our minds. I think the planning department is operating in a panic and bouncing from this to that to the other thing, and not getting anything done. I talked about on the planning side, and in the meantime, the case processing side is pushing stuff through without really reading the laws. But on the planning side, the most recent problem that we have suddenly come across. There was a presentation to one of our local HPO Zs month and a half ago about how Planning Department got a grant to develop objective design standards for both ADUs yay and infill projects, maybe yay, maybe not, within HPO Zs, but even the council doesn't know that this grant was received and caught council district 10 by complete surprise. I send out, you know, I emailed Ken and said, you know, what is this happening? How is it happening? Why have none of the neighborhood councils. Why have the rest of the hbocs not heard about this? Etc, etc? And I received a further shocking kind of response about they're not going to develop objective design standards for National Register historic districts for California register historic districts for the former Community Redevelopment Agency redevelopment plans that have historic overlays for the character, residential overlays, which are supposedly HBO Z light. So in other words, all of these categories of historical overlays and specific plans use the a document called the Secretary of Interior. Year standards. It is forbidden to be used after June. It's the same sort of deadline that we're getting for AB whatever for, you know, the bad law, but it's all. Everything has to be finished. And the city did not do what other cities did in California. It didn't do this timely. They haven't developed the standards. San Francisco has standards. Sacramento has standards. A bunch of little towns have standards, but we don't. And so Ken wrote back and said, well, we'll have to do it sometime in the future. There is no future, you know, all of these other areas will be subject to objective design standards that don't exist. So un and C is very upset, and we're writing, you know, we've got a letter that's going to go in, but even I'm going to just put it out here, there was even someone who asked for a copy of the grant, and she hasn't received it yet. So I personally actually did a public records request not to the city of LA, but to skag, which is who gave the grant? I'm awaiting getting a copy, but Denzel, this is not the right way for them to be doing it. First of all, they should have been doing it two years ago, when objective design standards are pretty clear, clearly a state requirement. But they should have been here at plan check. They should have somehow organize a presentation for all HPO Z's and everyone else who's concerned with historic districts, because there's many historic districts that are not hplcs. And I don't even know what else to say. It's like, it's like they're not doing the community plans. They're not doing the state requirement. What? What are they doing? I think what they're trying to do is just everything at once, and thus nothing at once. I'm sorry, because it's not your fault.

1:11:48
All right, I've heard the comment, and I do have to preference, I represent the planning department, and you're free to speak and I'm free to listen, but it doesn't mean I support everything you're saying, because we're a pretty large department, and if all of our sections are failing, then boy, oh boy, this is a very tough seat to sit in. We do get we have several sections, and a lot of the work we're talking to is focused into one group. So it's easier to take that information back to those teams. I'm not the specialist when it comes to the historic region, but I do have contacts in that area, so I'm going to take that information back and try to get some clarity around the subject. Clarity around the subject matter. And I do,

1:12:25
I guess, then. So what I'm trying to say is it took my team, and we're volunteers, all of about four days to get the copies of all the other cities in California that have adopted objective design plan plans for historic districts. We've got the copies it didn't take. It wasn't that much of an effort. The effort is to get the actual grant proposal and grant you know, we want to see that language too, but we've got the other ones. So I feel that one person could handle this, using the other cities as an outline. Obviously, LA is a bigger city, but, but the content should be close to the same, and instead, they're making it into an overwhelming effort that's going nowhere.

1:13:13
Laura, did you send it to planning all of the model ordinances that have been adopted elsewhere?

1:13:19
I I haven't yet, and because I'm not yet authorized by my board, I mean, we have a letter, but I don't, I guess I could attach it or

1:13:30
send it. I think, I really think, you know, they need all the help they can get. It's the holidays, and it shows that it's possible. It shows how it can be done. And I think they should go in and say, we've done the background work. We need the planning department to complete this by the deadline, right?

1:13:50
Because, because, again, hbocs are in the broadest of definition, meaning the state law. Hbocs are not special. They are one kind of a historic district that the city has, and the law has to do with all of them, not just one.

1:14:12
Denzel, you're muted. Sorry.

1:14:15
I'm bouncing back between a note sheet and the Zoom call, but definitely mark that up, jotted it down. I have a summary. I'm also going to review this section of the video on the recording, take that over to the historic team and drop it off in their lap and wait for a reply,

1:14:31
and hopefully I will have already sent out our letter. That is the letters authorized. Just what to Barbara's point, I'm we didn't anticipate attaching.

1:14:41
Alright, okay, we're at 1040 I haven't seen Cindy make it back yet. I do see there's a caller with their hand up.

1:14:50
323-594-3700, feel free. Yeah, there's Steve crash. Can you hear me?

1:14:56
Alright? Yes, yeah. Hear me. Okay. Says, Steve, okay.

1:15:01
So, yeah, Steve crouch, so, yeah. So shortly after SB 79 was signed at a community event. Can you hear me? Okay, some echo here? So there's someone very high, very high in the city attorney's office was, was very determined that the city was going to sue because of SB 79 because of because, in that person's words, it would be the infrastructure costs would bankrupt the city. So, you know, so that's and I've had the city attorney's office seems to have been muzzled now, basically they're not. So I'm just wondering what's going on, and also the possibility of a, what about the city of Los Angeles joining with other cities and sort of a class action? I don't know if that would be appropriate format of class, something along those lines of the same idea, basically a joint venture lawsuit against the state. I mean, this is really, this is unbelievable, you know, overreach. So, so that's okay, so first of all the city attorney's office, and then also the possibility of a multi municipality lawsuit.

1:16:21
So got it. So, yeah, that's similar to the conversation we had a little earlier, when sometimes, when we have these conversations, I was always like to like, I'm here representing the planning department, and that's a little bigger, not I mean, we should all be involved, but we have this Council offices, we have the mayor, we have city attorney office, we have the planning department, we have our legal team that's assigned to the planning department. But let's figure out how to get these comments to the right place. We all do have the concerns, and now we need to figure out how do we get those to the right place? If you're telling me the city attorney has been muzzled planning if you see my hands, we got to make the connection of how to get these comments over to the right place.

1:17:10
With that. Okay, thanks.

1:17:12
Another question, actually really faster. I didn't know there was the city. Can you hear me? I didn't know the city planning program had a legal office, a legal team. No, that's okay. That's a research I didn't know about,

1:17:27
not separate. The city has attorneys, and then there's attorneys that are specialized in Lenny's plenty, so we work with the ones that specialize in that. Oh, okay,

1:17:36
I thought I was just a division of the planning department. Okay. Well, yeah, okay. Well, thanks.

1:17:43
Alright, looking at the hands we have August, and then Anne, and then back to Barbara, and that takes us to 1043. Probably gets us to 11. And then I'm running, running away from the screen, running, but I do appreciate coming and listening to the comments and doing my best to transfer the information back and forth.

1:18:03
August, yeah, following up,

1:18:08
I think we need charter reform that planning department has in house legal teams and not dependent on the city attorney's convenience for dealing with all the legislation, and that team should be working with the director, because the director, and it may be internally saying something, but publicly, he's not leading the city with expertise the planning department, it should be leading the city's planning

1:18:50
efforts, and

1:18:52
the planning department seems to be sitting on their hands until City Council wakes up and then says, Do this? Do that? The planning department does not seem to be proactive on good planning and urbanism. And SB 79 the City Council sat on it till the very last moment. And planning should have been, you know, the senior staff should have been pushing this sooner, because it was wrong for the City Council to wait so long before taking a position. And that wasn't was only the neighborhood councils writing a bunch of CIS is that moved City Council. I just want the planning department to promote good planning and make it important. It seems to be, oh, we can't do any. Thing until City Council directs us.

1:20:04
We have a problem August, because it was the city council president who did not want that motion to be heard in city council. He wanted it on the day it finally was heard at Council. He wanted to send it back to the Governmental Affairs Committee, rules and Government Affairs, which he controls, saying that he they they should be discussing it before it goes to council. It had been sitting in that committee since March. He never scheduled it. He refused to schedule it. So it was actually a an unusual show of courage for those council members who wanted it finally heard, to get it heard when it was but you're right, it was late and and I think it's a message for all of us that we have to be much louder and much better organized with our council members to make it clear that they have to get those things scheduled, and we also Have to pressure the council president, because the council president is not meant to be, is not meant to have such strong impact on what happens there's meant to be a balance of power. It didn't get to the mayor until incredibly late.

1:21:16
Yeah, it should not be up to the neighborhood councils to figure out what needs to be done, and they in city council,

1:21:23
right? And planning should be helping us on this.

1:21:27
I'm going to jump in and speak from the planning perspective, and I definitely want to stay far away from an argument, just giving a little insight. And sometimes I have to hear the comments that come out, and it doesn't seem like there's an understanding our appreciation for the work that does get done behind the scenes that maybe doesn't get publicized. Everything I know about SB 79 comes from our leadership team. So that's from the director, Vince Bertoni, down to our housing policy unit that focuses directly on it. That was the team that was able to take this document, turn around and put that story map and make it available on the website, break it down, A, B and C. These are the ends, the highs, lows. These are our options going forward. It wasn't until I heard that senior staff break it down to me that I was ever comfortable talking about SB 79 or understanding the basic things out of being able to summarize what's going on or what's taking place. So I just want to speak to the work that we do once these state laws come into place, whether that information is made to the public, we have an incredible team that's constantly on this work on top of this work and providing the options when it comes from state law. We have to abide by it, like we get the instructions, and then we have to go to work to make this come into play or into process. So there is work being done by the department. We have, I won't use the word great, but we have leadership and structures in place that I'm able to go into these conversations. Hey, what are the details of what's going on with this project? Explain it to me so I can share this and take this back to the community. So I always like to speak and represent the department like we do. Have a dedicated landing page. Even when we didn't have all the information, we were able to map out concepts of these are the transit stops that we think are going to be in place based on our read of it. And we put those draft maps out there, and we received feedback, both positive and negative. We shouldn't have done this. We should have did this, but we are trying, and we do have, from my understanding, from the inside, I work for the department, represent the department. We did our best to put as much information available as possible on our website, and made that dedicated SB 79 to articulate what's happening through this process. And if you're following the council, you're following the plum, you're following these level reviews, you'll hear our experts in these conversations. So just when I'm hearing the conversation right now that no one's mentioning Blair Smith. Blair Smith was a senior planner that broke all this down for everyone on a public forum. So to go directly to the director and say that challenge the leadership and direction, I just wanted to provide that context of some of the planners who are doing the amazing work, and also I'm not as good as I am without them, are decent or being able to understand this stuff. Without them, I can't know all this information across the whole city on every different topic, and they do a decent job preparing me. That's my my my response to it, and I just wanted to leave it there. Also, August, your comments are heard. We're tying them all in, and I'm making sure that all this gets elevated to our teams, to nature of this concerns, what we can and can't do, as far as SB 79 from the planning department perspective. And I have no problem coming back in January and saying, This is what planning can do. This is what planning can do. This has to come from City Council. This has to come from city attorney. That's what I'd be prepared to come back and express.

1:24:33
I understand you know your limitations, but my perspective is it wasn't public enough, and because the city council waited till the last day, they had no influence in Sacramento, because the lobbyists. Weren't doing anything on this because they didn't have the authority to lobby against it. Now, maybe some was unofficially, but as far as neighborhood councils knew, the city doesn't care about SB 79 even if you're doing all this work behind the scenes. You didn't publicize that. Nothing's being done at this council level. And I know you're stepping on toes doing that, but we reply rely on planning to be the leader on planning and work with us. We can help planning. You can help us, because the City Council is a choke point. They can't deal with everything, and somebody's not giving the right priorities, planning department has to speak up louder with critical issues like this.

1:26:10
Appreciate the comments. Thank you. Anne,

1:26:15
yeah, thank you for taking my question. I have two I live in Van Nuys and Sherman Oaks. We got our name changed many years ago, but we're around Oxnard Burbank, Van Nuys Boulevard, Sepulveda. We don't have a neighborhood association, just the neighbors. We sometimes go to the Van Nuys Neighborhood Council and then the Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council. Can you send me or tell me where I can get the latest? SB, 79 map.

1:26:51
Great question. I can share the link, and I'll put it in the chat right now. You have access to the chat. Sorry, you have access to the chat function in the Zoom call.

1:27:00
I don't see the chat on my screen today.

1:27:03
All right, are you on a phone, computer, tablet? I'm on a computer. You have a mouse, or like a touchpad, a mouse. I see everybody's pictures. Scroll the mouse over, like my face right now, and then go a little lower. You should see, like a list at the bottom. And there should be a chat bubble. It should say chat underneath it to the left, it should say participants. So you can see 25 step people in the call. To the right of it, it's a heart. So if you click on that chat, it'll pop up a window on your right, and I'll place it there.

1:27:31
Not seeing it. I've never, I've never had not had a chat,

1:27:35
alright, depends on which platform she's on. For zoom, sometimes it's at the top, sometimes it's at the bottom.

1:27:45
Yeah, do you see the word chat at the bottom of your screen? I do. Okay, go to that icon,

1:27:54
and if you

1:27:56
click on it,

1:27:57
click on it, the chat should show up,

1:28:01
and usually on the right hand side, it just says, plan, check, zoom, meeting ID.

1:28:06
Okay, I'll help you navigate through this. Don't worry. But if you go to our planning website, which is planning.la city.gov

1:28:17
Hold on. I'm writing down on planning dot, what?

1:28:20
La, city.gov, okay,

1:28:25
soon as you get to that page, that's our homepage, and then there's a resource tab at the top. Soon as you click that resource tab, you get a new pop up, or bar pops down to the right of that, it's going to say quick links, and at the bottom it's going to say Senate bill. SB, 79 This is where planning is publishing their public information as they get it, and right now, all the information is proposed as a story map. Your direct question was, are the new maps posted here? The answer is, No, we are waiting on Skaggs official maps. They've released some information. We're waiting on their complete maps. We're waiting on maps from, I believe, fire, and I believe we're also waiting on information from transportation. So once those informations have been gathered and compiled, we'll be happy to present that information. Soon as it comes out, everyone's going to be aware from all these different sources. It's going to be big news. But yes, any information the planning department has available, we're putting on this dedicated page as available. Sorry, my dog is going crazy. He can hear my voice like you can't see off screen, but he's we can't hear him.

1:29:34
Oh, can you, Denzel, can you give me your phone number or your email address?

1:29:40
We can copy the chat and get it to Cindy. I'm not giving I don't have the chat. Here you go. No, I'm saying we can copy it, give it to Cindy and she can get it to you.

1:29:49
Yes, we'll get it that way. But also, my city phone number is 310, I'm sorry, I don't know who Cindy is. Don't worry. My cell phone number Denzel cell phone number for work, for anyone that wants the. Phone Number, 310231290,

1:30:06
and then there's one more digit. And I'm afraid to give this one out, because it's going to be posted on YouTube, but everyone listening, here we go. It's the number that comes after six. Everyone got that cool. That's my cellphone number. It's my work phone. I have it most of the time. You can call me. I'll do my best to answer. Please don't start spamming me.

1:30:27
Okay, during working hours.

1:30:31
My other question, can you hear me? Yes. Okay, so there i The other issue that we're involved in, probably even bigger is the OLT and P map, which is all over where we live, because we have two transit stops at Sepulveda and Van Nuys Boulevard. And so I'm wondering if do you know when these hearings are? Oh, I've been talking to Sarah Hounsell. She said that they're not even coming out with a map closer to the new year, and the hearings are supposed to be early January. Hello. Oh yes, you

1:31:10
stumped me, but you didn't stump me, alright. So this is I was just looking up the information. I meet with that team once a month. So I'm looking at my I was searching for my notes as you were speaking for the Orange Line transportation. TMP, I have some notes somewhere, so give me a second to pull them up and I can see what the last thing we discussed projects. And we also have a dedicated landing page as well. So just need to, I'm not sure if I'm going to be able to do it as we speak, but Sarah Hounsell is definitely the best contact for that information. She's very responsive, and I'm also able to communicate back and forth with her. I'm on Google right now looking for last month's conversation docs.

1:31:57
I'm just trying to get as much information as I can, and saw that the meeting was today with you guys. You got it notes?

1:32:19
I see two Cindy's now, Cindy, are you here?

1:32:24
Yes, I have arrived.

1:32:27
I thought I, I thought I'd bowed out of the earlier one, but I made it.

1:32:33
Cindy, the team has not been kind today. Okay, they were, they were yelling at me. Now, I'm joking. Decent media. I'm in the middle of trying to answer this question for Anne, and what I can give you right now is, are you signed up for the monthly newsletter? Supposedly, yeah. But do you receive it? We We publish a monthly newsletter with the story, man, sort of It's a external newsletter goes out once a month. This one should have went out Friday. I don't think it went out, but we put an update section in there for each of the community plans of where they're at, the status, and we also include the TMPs, so the the latest and greatest information should be there. But what I can do is, can you, are you capable of sending me an email at planning dot liaison.

1:33:21
Let me write that down, planning, dot liaison at La city.org at La city.org

1:33:29
and simple email, what's the status of the orange line, transportation network plan? And I'll reply to that when I get to the office on Monday.

1:33:38
So there are supposedly hearings going to be for SB, 79 but I was told that would be closer to July, when it becomes law, July 26 Yeah, I mean closer not January or February. Oltnp hearings are going to be in January, but they're separate. Hearings going to be SB, 79 but

1:34:01
open the door. Oh, man, going to fix it. I said,

1:34:21
Can I said, Can I send you an email about this?

1:34:24
Send me an email and I'll reply, but that's going

1:34:28
to affect all of us on this call today. SB, 79 hearings, right?

1:34:31
Well, you, I think you're specifically talking to the effects of it, to the orange line.

1:34:38
Well, I was just mentioning too. I mean, if somebody on this call doesn't have an oil TNP, there's going to be SB 79 hearings closer to July for everyone, right?

1:34:49
All right. Well, I think I came up with another solution on the community corner page. When I've put out the update with the plan announcements that I discussed at the beginning of this meeting, I'll be sure to include. Updates for the TMPs in there as well. So is that another thing that I would have to help you navigate to the community corner section of the website? Yep. Alright. So you go to the planning website again, which is planning.la, city.gov, under that same resource tab. Instead of going over under Quick Links, you're going to go to the left, where it says reports and publications.

1:35:24
Click on publications. That's

1:35:27
going to take you to a screen. You scroll down a little bit, you'll see annual report, monthly newsletter. The monthly newsletter is where you'll see the newsletter I ask if you're subscribed to. The next one is community corner. There'll be a tab here that says December 2025 and we'll be sure to share the information about the TMPs that are active in their current status for December update. And I'll try to have that published by Tuesday next week. Okay, thanks so much. And then everyone has access to information.

1:35:57
Are you doing dental?

1:36:00
I'm doing okay.

1:36:03
You got a couple more. Raised hands. Do you want to

1:36:06
know they're exempt? Yeah, we canceled those.

1:36:11
Steve crouch, yeah, I raised my hand again. I have another question, so go ahead, Steve. Okay.

1:36:18
So what is this? I heard about SB 79

1:36:23
supposedly they were going to there was going to be pushed back to 2030 I hadn't really pursued looking into that, but there was some, some talk about that somewhere, if you could elaborate on that.

1:36:35
All right, what I think you're talking about is there's three options with SB 79 one option is no one does anything that goes into effect as written. The second one was, well, third one's like alternative compliance, and then the second one was to delay effectuation. So those are the three options. And I think if you go with the alternative compliance, ultimately that delays some of the implementations in some areas, not all in certain categories and criterias. So right now, I believe the city's focus is to secure the funding so that we can do step one of the two options to get to the point of deciding if we're going to do go for it with alternative compliance so it's meeting the criterias for delayed effectuation, which may extend the timelines in certain areas. All of this information is available on our website under that resource tab, under SB nine, and we lay it out in a clear story map, and we have the details in the criteria of what I just explained. So there are options to delay SB 79 in some categories, in some areas, based on which direction the city takes. Okay.

1:37:51
So also now, related question, you're basically on the ground. Basically we're we're just okay. Are we getting a developer interest? I mean, are they apply for any projects based on SB 79 yet? I mean, I'm sure they're just sort of lifting their chops at this point. But, I mean, are you getting, are you getting any interest, any inquiries about that on projects specifically

1:38:22
done under SB 79

1:38:27
I'm not prepared to answer that question based on the maps haven't been released. It'd be interesting how some

1:38:33
thing but we have developers. Have developers started expressing interest because they know that. Developers know they're there. They're several steps ahead from, well, I mean, people in the neighborhood councils, but, but I mean, they have full time staffs looking this over. They seem to So, yeah, I mean, it's such a something that we can only spend a little bit of our time on. They are doing it full time, and they know exactly what they want, where they want, at their bidding. So so they're they'll be prepared, obviously, when the time comes. So I'm just wondering, I don't think,

1:39:11
I don't think I'm in the best position to answer that question. I can tell you that land use firms across the city are preparing to understand the information. I I've been to presentations where different firms have, like, communicated their understanding of SB 79 and some slight differences from how planning understands it. So firms and legal professionals are having the conversations about it. I'm not aware of what developer No, no. Developer sent me an email saying, Hey, I can't wait to do this project. That doesn't mean they haven't sent the other 400 staff that, and we haven't talked about as a team, the information that we have available is on the website, and that's the best answer I can give you at this point if anything changes. Or I can take that back to team, to the office and ask if they're hearing those things, but I just. Think there's so much work that has to be done in the interim. There's no decisions been made of how the city is going to operate. So until that information is released, it's

1:40:09
that's, that's where we stand. Okay.

1:40:13
Say thank you. Are there a few more hands at 1106, and then happy to return this meeting, over to Cindy.

1:40:27
Can I ask a couple of quick questions?

1:40:31
Sure, I believe you were next. Oh, great.

1:40:35
You mentioned participating in or sitting in on a orange line committee our community was very surprised when la D O T recently told us that they had received a grant through the West Side cities cog that will reconfigure the main commercial thoroughfare in our community, part of which is in an expo, community, neighborhood transit plan, Westwood Boulevard. And the question I have, I mean, we were caught completely unaware. This is a funded project, and they're telling us, well, you'll get to participate in the design, but they've basically got plans to remove traffic lanes and create a dedicated by bike lane and dedicated bus lane, leaving one through traffic lane in Westwood Village, which is basically a major thoroughfare leading to the medical center and campus, and it doesn't conform to some of the planning discussions we've had. So my question is whether or not planning has been participating in this because I'm trying to figure out how it could get this far without having had a word of public outreach to the neighborhood councils or associations in the area. So that's that's my first question. I think they're calling it the Westwood Boulevard safety and mobility plan. They also are doing one on Ohio Avenue is in West LA.

1:42:10
My direct question is that a metro project?

1:42:15
No, it's an LA City D O T project funded by the West Side cities.

1:42:19
Cog got it all right. The experts for this conversation are going to be outside of me. That's going to be a meeting with our team, I believe Emily Gable, and then in connection with our Valley teams,

1:42:35
I not prepared to answer that question or speak to it.

1:42:39
That's fine. I mean, it's my hope is that when transportation does grants and looks at major streets and communities that are in the process of doing a community plan, that there is some conversation going on. The second comment or question I have, and I'm not sure, I guess I'm looking for some feedback we someone mentioned earlier in the conversations about neighborhood council members being used more effectively or used more I often wonder why, if we are elected and if we go through and have A lot of trainings that we're required to do, whether we can be eyes on the street, for example, when illegal trees are being chopped down on a Sunday morning at 6am or a project is under construction in the required setback of a neighborhood, and we know that's wrong, and we know what the setback requirement is, and it takes two months to get a building inspector out to cite them, and we're often told that nothing we see matters. It has to be seen by a city employee. And I realize a lot of this is building and safety, but how do if we, if we can't enforce the things we work on crafting, they're pretty useless. And I just wonder whether there could be a conversation with planning to figure out if there are ways to augment staff in the planning and enforcement areas, to be trained and have the option, not a requirement, not that the city says, Oh, you've got to be trained in setbacks, or you've got to be trained in whatever. But if there's a willingness, or there are people on neighborhood councils that could be the city's eyes and ears when there are no inspectors or no staff available to document. You know, we have to call the police oftentimes when we document and see a restaurant operating at 4am Whose conditions clearly say they got to be closed at 11, and there isn't a building inspector at 4am and there isn't much else available to us. So that's my question, whether planning could think constructively with DBS to improve enforcement through better utilization of neighborhood council members. And does that require something in the charter, or is that something that could just be done administratively through Municipal Code?

1:45:33
Great, great comment. I first off, my first thoughts the whole time you're speaking is like, this seems like the conversation that should be happening in the charter reform, opposed to some of the conversations I've heard that sounds like a good place for it, however, a high level, to the best of my knowledge, planning as it is right now, not an enforcement agency. We don't deal with enforcement, and you spoke to that a little bit as far as La dBs, the way the city operates is, that's what we're doing in these conversations. We're trying to improve operations, to make better cities, make better plans, to have better better communities. Everything you said sounds amazing. Like that, sounds like the route that most people could agree on. Like, how do we support city? How do we support the city and get the things that we're planning on in enforcement so those ideas are great. Planning doesn't lead the conversation of change. We operate under the charter. We operate under Council. We operate under the mayor. We take our instruction director and then our leader, the director implements. He assigns how we implement throughout the department. We can propose the ideas, but we kind of need that action to come from either the charter. We need to come from Council, we need to come from Mayor, and then we need the funding to implement. And then we also need the support, the will. And then there's the whole give and take priority, prioritization. What are the things we want to prioritize? So that's why my first thing was, it sounds like that's a great conversation. Let's get it in the charter. How do, how do we equip the neighborhood council, the neighborhood council system, to help the city? Think that's the way we phrase it, and ask the question.

1:47:17
So Denzel on this, how do, how does it happen that say the Building Trades Association is in or the architects or the I don't know. Are there planners that they You guys are the planning department has meetings with those professions? I don't know. Are they? Is that in the charter? I wonder. If it's not, then there must be some other.

1:47:48
What would I call it,

1:47:51
mechanism, handshake, or, you know, you look to others for I know you. I know the planning department will go to the associations. They'll have big events with all the planners from all a bunch of different jurisdictions, and you look forward to that. In fact, we used to have a planner who would, who would send us that same like, as if we could go, I don't know how we would go, because it's very expensive, there's a couple

1:48:22
of conference conferences a year. There's the state one and then the national one. That's right. So I'm aware what you're talking about, but it sounds like and I might have misspoke a little earlier, so I want to clarify. You can report these things to the planning department, so we can document it as well, especially when there's a case or entitlement associated with it, we can document that these reports are coming in, and we add those to the case file. And the case file is the record, so we add when the when entitlements are in place for certain things are in development that have gone through the planning process. You're welcome to give those complaints or concerns or issues to the planning department. However, what we do with that information is the same. We give it over to ledbs. So I don't want to act like planning doesn't have a role in that. We we take those comments, we store them in the record, and having that in the record helps in the ultimate process of deciding whether this was done wrong or needs to be the revocation process.

1:49:18
So do you notice? Or does anyone else here? Maybe Barbara, anyone notice, in my vantage point, less that like it's great to put in the comments or the things, but I don't know that they're being included in determinations. Now, it's like instead, determinations are more boilerplate. It doesn't even specify that 10 responses are from the public. I don't know if that's across the board the same, or if that's a you know, well, this planning department area does it, and this one doesn't, but that's the thing I've noticed, is there's less. Are hearing from the less recording. You say it's in the official record, but what happens to that official record, and it doesn't get always incorporated into the final determination? Maybe I'm maybe it's just me that notices this, and maybe others don't have the issue. So I it kind of, I don't know, we're kind of going in different sideway directions with this. I'm sorry I interjected.

1:50:29
The short version of that is, depending on the type of entitlement or case it is.

1:50:36
So a lot of a lot of the times I'm operating

1:50:39
and you just feel that because things went poorly, that you sorry. I muted that person.

1:50:47
Thank you. Alright, so in my like, in my current role, I'm constantly researching projects of the past. So things are happening in 2015, 2020, they're like, Hey, I have a complaint about this project. Can you look into it? So then I'm reading the record, so I'm going back and open up this case file. I'm looking at the history, I'm looking at the concerns, I'm looking at the conditions that were the intent of the project. So that now when I hear the concern of the complaint, I can address it and say, Hey, this is the section. This is how things are supposed to be. This is what we approved. And then I can share that information with the enforcement agency, like, Yes, this is what's wrong. This is documented in the case. Is there a history of concerns on this property. So when you give those concerns to the planning department, or you give them to me, your follow up, that you can do is say, I want this to be added to the case file, if it's a if it's attached to entitlement, if I open up a case file and the community's been had concerns about this for years, and I look in the case file, and there's no documentation of the concerns for years are there's a bunch of closed cases in LA DBS. Now I'm reaching out to ledbs to ask the question, Why were these cases closed? And there's not a record in the planning file. There is a process that planning has to revoke bad users that aren't complying with stuff, but it requires all this information and documentation to be included. Yeah, although we're not the enforcement agency, we do have the process of gathering the facts to help with those decisions that have to be made. Ultimately, yeah, good. Alright, with that peace and blessings, I'll be back in January. Thank you, hopefully bigger, better and better to serve. I appreciate you guys time this year. Thank you for having me happy holidays, and I'm getting out of here, but I will put my email in the chat before I leave. It's playing.

1:52:42
Thank you. Thank you.

1:52:45
Okay, happy holidays. Okay, there's some other raised hands here. I see, by the way, I'm Cindy Cleghorn, chair with my check and see I had Denzel get the meeting started today because I had another function at our local cemetery today is Wreaths Across America, and I was involved in that for and it was right at crossover of time. So thank you to Denzel. We didn't want to delay plan check starting, so keep things going the same. So I thank him for getting started. You can, you know, admonish me or tell me what what I've missed later, and I'll listen to the recording later too. So I really appreciate him. I wanted to. I sent out an email today, and Barbara reminded me that building, the safety and planning aren't merging, so I'm sorry about that. And the one I corrected this morning was that this just the part of that, and hopefully you all covered that in your conversation earlier. If you did, great, if you didn't, we all you're going to hear more about it in January, because they are going live with it in January for sure. I thought maybe it might take longer, but apparently it's going to definitely be a a go into force. So let's see, Anne, did you have your hand raised, and Jessica has her hand raised, yes. Want to go ahead. Yeah, I had a

1:54:23
question I forgot to ask. Denzil, maybe you can help. So I've navigated that SB 79 website and entered a few addresses in like one at the very bottom, where you do this, and into those screens, what if your house address is not in a blue circle or a lavender circle.

1:54:45
What does that mean?

1:54:47
Well, Denzel is off line. I don't know if he Well, I still see him here, but I don't know.

1:54:53
Yeah, I heard the question. I was I was transitioning. I didn't log out the meeting. So first and. Foremost, those are drafts. So those aren't official,

1:55:03
no, I understand. But even if they update the drafts, I can see where not everybody's address is going to be inside of the circle. So I know those circles are for developers and the what's available for incentives for building, but what if your address is not in a circle? That's that, I think

1:55:25
that's what I'm trying to communicate. We we don't know if those are going to be circles, squares, fractional. That's it's a draft. It's a concept. Once we have the information, we'll be happy to share that in the future. But those are still the questions that we're asking with from the state, like, Does this go through the street if you're touching it? Like, what's the The how is this going to go in effect? So at this time, the information we have, it's available as a draft or conceptual, like,

1:55:54
it's the other thing I want. I noticed a public notice from the city of Beverly Hills, and they're working on an alternative plan. And what they decided to do that for some of their circles that would be very heavily impacted. Instead of having a smaller circle, they're actually, in some cases, they're changing the circle in order to dilute the density that would have occurred under SB 79 so they're actually broadening the circle out in order to lessen the density that would have happened under SB 79 in one of their plans. So the circles could change in shape. They could change in what it means and how it interprets. SB, 79

1:56:45
Yeah, I was just gonna when I was listening to you, if not everybody's addresses falls into a circle, and you say they're going to be changing these circles, then people's addresses are still going to fall outside of a circle. So you're right. Maybe they should change the shape so they're

1:57:03
no that. If, if they're if the city draws a quarter mile circle around a transit stop now and then decides it should be a half a mile circle, it could change whether an address is in the circle.

1:57:16
Yeah, but my question would still stand. What if your address is outside of a circle. How do you deal with a developer?

1:57:23
Well, then it's not applicable under SB 79

1:57:26
I see.

1:57:28
Is that a good thing or a bad thing?

1:57:32
It depends. Yeah, depends how, how near SB 79 properties are, if you're next door and the line is drawn, and your neighbor can build a six or eight story apartment building and you can't, you would probably be upset because you might want to leave and get a lot of money. Or would you get a lot of money? You wouldn't. It's such a fluid thing. It upends the ability to zone and have con not confidence, but to have the ability to understand how the whole thing works. Developers often say and have said for years to the city, we want certainty. One of the problems with SB 79 is that there is no certainty. Nobody knows what could happen even after the plan is done, because you don't know if your neighbor is going to sell their house. You don't know if a developer is going to buy it. You don't know if a family is going to buy it. It's a mess.

1:58:31
Oh, yeah, that's definitely a consequence. If you're in the circle, you could get 10 story buildings next to your house. So if you know that today, that you are not in a circle, do you sell today? You know it helps planning. Plan your own.

1:58:44
You don't know. You don't know. I don't think you know. I don't think anybody knows.

1:58:50
But Jessica, shall we go with Jessica Russell? I see some new names I don't recognize. So thank you for coming to plan check. This is wonderful. Please let us know who you are in the chat and what neighborhood council or community you are with.

1:59:09
So Jessica, Hi, good morning everybody, and I'm very happy to be able to speak. It's the first time I've been to a few meetings. I actually am the committee chair for the greater Valley Glenn Neighborhood Council, Plum committee, and I'm very active. I have about 35 years of, let's just say the overall real estate career here, when it comes to packaging development, I was part of a small partnership that developed two condominium projects. One was way back with the CRA, which was a good organization with the City of Los Angeles. And I am very involved in hearing and also research. Seeing a lot of what's happening with the developing of our overall areas, and also with residential real estate, which I know is not really much of discussion, but I don't want to go all over the place, but there was so much interest for me to answer some questions or give my feedback on the council development and so forth, if I can just maybe say and and, as most of you know, Joanne, she's not here today, but she's usually the speaker, per se, of our council. So I'm trying to revamp our plum committee. I was for about three years involved on the neighborhood council years ago, and I decided to come back seriously to see if I can make some change. But I'm very interested and knowledgeable about the real estate sector in regards to our councils. You know, unfortunately, sometimes people follow leadership. So if you have good leadership, the members will follow. I think across the board, some of our councils are not all in and some have more knowledge than others and know how on how to achieve certain situations in our area, which I won't go on too much about, in greater Valley Glen, we have a lot of development projects like all areas, it is more advantageous for people to build apartment buildings that are meant for low income housing than it would for a developer to purchase properties and build condominium projects or mix use, because of our climate that we're involved in. In the commercial space, we are still very down on renting and, you know, restaurants, we have our problems here, obviously, in our city, but most of the projects that are considered to be developed, as I'm sure most of you know, is really for apartment buildings, for low density, or for, you know, housing, which unfortunately, is not so much senior housing, it's for homeless that comes into other circumstances. So I can tell you what's happening with my council is that we don't get a lot of information coming through from different sectors, especially with me as chairperson. We don't have that connection that we used to have years ago, most of us are not in the know, even if we wanted to, because we have to piecemeal different departments. And now we're not really relying so much on information coming through that substantial but we're, you know, we're basically working with newsletters, or if we happen to be on the mail list, then we have to develop it on our own, outwards to build whatever we may want to work on in our environment that will affect our environment, let's just say greater Valley Glen. Or, you know, we have to hope that something is going to be filed. There are, in my opinion, many projects, including residential that. I mean, we have two gas stations, for example, in our area that has full demo, but then under permits, they're showing as if they're doing slight modifications and nothing else has been filed after the fact. We have a lot of apartment building developments that are being planned or in the middle of planned or fighting for, you know, advancement on permits where either they're obviously going to try to kick all of the residents out, but they don't have funding, I always ask, if we are lucky, I'll say to Have somebody respond to one of my letters or communications to share their project with us so we can advance, hopefully with them as the project develops. Do you have funding for this project, and we can talk to the lawyers, representatives or the developers, and a lot of times, even though they're showing us a beautiful plan and you know, portfolio for what they're going to do, the prospectus numbers, everything they have no funding or they're not completed yet to provide. Rest, but they want to kick everybody out of their housing environment. A lot of projects now, because it's advantageous and makes sense. Of course, we don't have to have parking in most circumstances. And you can build, you know, 100 200 units on a project, and there's no space in the community for parking for each one of those units. So when you're talking about plans like around Sepulveda, you know, the west part of the valley, east part Los Angeles, and you're you're talking about maybe building up and then also adding on commercial mixed use, I think there's a strong resistance, because it's very advantageous, and it's very in so many ways beneficial for a developer today, especially your mid range developer or your smaller developer that is building to that higher caliber to work with the city to build low income housing. There's no housing that's being built for condominium and we all know that housing prices, condominiums, homes are so expensive, but I think this is the strong right now that cannot be broken. And then we also have circumstances where, especially in the valley area, you have a lot of historical landmarks, whether they're apartment buildings or they're single family, especially with the single family, you know you can spend a few million dollars for an apartment building. And right now, anything is going but when it comes to again, the neighborhood councils, we are not given information, and it's not easy for us to find. Unfortunately, I think the developers that have developed before or they're very involved now, they see the loopholes, they see what they can get away with, and they're not inviting us in to participate in the ongoing development of their projects.

2:07:09
So Jessica, I have a question. Sure. Do you? Do you get so you're part of the land use committee for greater valley land, and does your neighborhood council and if so to Who do you get? The early notification packets of projects do you get? You? Are you familiar

2:07:30
with those? Okay, so

2:07:33
our, our personal,

2:07:37
the other is, are you familiar with the case reports, YES, COME OUT bi weekly, I

2:07:44
will tell you and and I say this kindly, we all know Joanne. Joanne actually started the council years ago when I was on the council. So I remember her then, and I remember her now, but she is our strongest person, truthfully, on our council, and a lot of times, because of all of her involvement, she specifically provides information to me. I'm constantly searching on zemis. I do get some case filings,

2:08:13
but I don't know about this, the case filings here in the resources section of the planning.

2:08:21
Yes, okay, yes, and I'm signed up. I'm signed up with that, but I've had to re sign up many times because I question whether or not I'm receiving information. And I'm usually receiving, unfortunately, more information on the newsletters that comes out, not really on the information that I can search with the case filing. So I'm not sure what the resistance is with the posting. I would assume it would be more real time when they're adding, you know, the information on their, you know, with with the city, but I think sometimes to find out more about what has been developed, it's lacking. So, you know, I but, but the biggest part of it is, here is, and I made a comment, and I don't want to take too much of your time, but I hope I'm kind of showing light in different areas, because I'm very involved with commercial I was actually for about five years, and I'm going way back, and I'm very, very proud of this, with a project called the City of Angels, which, at the time, like in 2000 and long time ago, 2001 2002 is where it kind of ceased. It was a $500 million project, which was after development. It was going to be about $5 billion and that's where all this talk about the railway from LA to Las Vegas, and all of the developments, whether it was mixed use, commercial. So entertainment district was going to be built out. We were fairly funded on the project, but for other reasons, I won't get into the project. Ended up dismantling, but now they're building off of that project for, you know, all of the rail lines, and I think it's amazing, but it was a very ambitious project that a lot of people, they been involved with, the city may be familiar with. It was a huge scenario, but, but I'm used to these types of projects, city projects, large projects or smaller project. It's like a puzzle for me, and I enjoy them, but this is where we're lacking. The Councils don't have much power. People are not, in my opinion, taking it seriously. You know, as people change or they move or they're promoted, obviously, we need to find a way to stay in the loop, unless you have someone, let's just say, like me, who is very active or interested in keeping stronger knowledge and dedicating more time to the council, especially for the area. We've got a couple of very, very large developments that are supposed to take place, but it's now. It's really about the resources and the developers cash flow and the money that they will be able to receive if they can qualify for funding. And sometimes the easy way out is to make a deal with the city. And do you know, affordable housing? But I think, unfortunately, you know, and I it's good and it's bad. We are seeing that affordable housing is more restricted and kind of leans a little bit more to homeless right now. So, you know, I think we're in a uncomfortable territory, because, you know, mixed use is extremely difficult to get funding for. For the developers, they have to be the deep pocketed developers reinventing tearing down, you know, space where there's old shopping centers, or they want to build it. You know, an experience in shopping district. If you're looking in the valley area, then you're spanning out, obviously, to the west side, west side developers obviously have usually more funds. They're more experienced, and they're more ambitious. They may be able to handle the funding and getting it passed through. In the valley, you have a mix of, you know, experiences of the developers, but it's just obtaining the money. But when they are making deals, or they are somehow getting involved with the City of Los Angeles, and, you know, I'll bring up the name, I can't put all the blame, but, you know, with Karen Bass pushing everything through, and money going out the door, and, you know, supporting homeless because of Olympics and trying to get everything done. This is where it doesn't really matter if you are talking about big developments or you're talking about which is a big problem now in the industry of real estate, in so many levels, and definitely for residents, is our the adu build outs.

2:13:22
So justice, it sounds like you have a wealth of knowledge and information, and I can tell that some of the things that you talk about do pop up in different ways when we have our conversations and comments. So it would be great. We can't be everywhere, all of us. That's why we realize. That's why we rely on each other. Or maybe we don't rely but we look forward to listening all these different things, to help each other and and educate ourselves, to take and be better at at at what we do because for our communities and within our communities, but

2:14:06
thank you. It's, it's really,

2:14:10
Could you, could you? Could she finish what you're saying about ADUs, I was found that interesting because we want

2:14:16
to move on, because we got a couple more hands, and then how do we reach

2:14:20
Jessica, yeah, did you

2:14:22
put your comment, your information in the chat?

2:14:25
I could put my information in the chat. I know I spoke about different angles. I'm trying to, you know, somehow fill in some blanks. I'm very impressed by you ladies, because you know you, you are our rock. But these are some of the circumstances that we're dealing with. I'll put the information on the chat. You know, obviously, anybody is welcome to my council. I meetings. I try to be informative and educate everyone, not just go through cases or, you know, the ad, if I can, just say about the ADUs, and then we'll kind. Leave it for there, and you're welcome to contact me. The adu restrictions, obviously, most, for the most part, has been eliminated, and you can stuff a lot on, you know, an 8000 square foot lot. This is becoming controversial because it's changing the landscape of the real estate sales, also development, and this also for the councils, is a little bit difficult, because it could be a garage conversion, or it could be a built round up adu permit that is out. But we're finding, especially in our environments, or in the environments that has a lot of the older houses, 1940s 1960s on apartment, sorry, homes a lot of people are building, you know, for another $50,000 In adu. And it's just changing the landscape of everything. So, you know, it's county to county, but we're talking about LA County, so some of the restrictions are different, and you know, you have to do your own research, but I have all of the meetings. It's on the second Monday of every month, but I'll put my information in the chat, and I enjoy listening to all of you, and I hope to more involved. When Joanne shows up, I kind of keep quiet a little bit. Well, it's great to have you about her trees.

2:16:36
It's great to have you here. Thank you very much. So you're very happy. Um, I have Laura. You want to go next?

2:16:45
Please? Sure, hi, but I think you skipped, I skipped. You think you skipped Quirino?

2:16:53
Oh, Quino, yes. Okay, yeah. And then I'll come back to Laura and I'll tell you. So stand by. I'll tell you a little story about Laura. It's not anything, it's it's just I know I know her, or well, she knows me, and I know her anyway. Kirino, did I say that?

2:17:10
Right? Yeah. Thank you. Cindy, can you hear me? Yes. Thank you for having these meetings. I haven't been attending these meetings, just because of, you know things happening. But one of the things that that really concerns me is some of the development that is coming on Van Nuys, some of the the chip, the chip ordinance and the ED ones, is that we don't, we don't get information on those. We don't get, like we there's, like, at least five projects that that I found on the planning website that never went through Van Nuys neighborhood councils, you know, Plum committee, no packages, and it already went through and, and some of the stuff that that I've looked at are pretty, not very designed. Well, awful, yeah, and, and, I don't know how did happen, but I mentioned to city council about that, and she should tell us, you know, should let the mayor know, because, I mean, the problem is, is that it's creating a lot of problems just because some of these Ed ones don't even have parking requirements. So, I mean, it's neat. And some of them are not really close to transit, you know, and, and some of the things that one project that was built that was just only housing, and it was right next to a train station and and one of the questions, how come you guys Don't put you know, commercial or like, retail and, and, you know, and I guess the lady who spoke is, is maybe the cost, because I as as far as you know, you know, for C design, you want to have, like, mixed use, or something, that element than just housing. And I think with SB 79 I think there's sort of that emphasis on housing and not sort of the component parts, like commercial or things that make an area more livable.

2:19:56
Because I, I spoke on the

2:19:59
I guess. Is the ethic commission and and they talk about process and everything but, and I, I say, we talk about process, but we don't even talk about vision. You know, how do we, how do we create a better situation for all of us to to be more transparent, take more accountability and better follow through, because I've been working in the city for more than 20 years through billing, safety and planning, and you know, and volunteer my time through the plum committee, and sort of know the process about it, and also, sort of the lack of communication between the part departments. And I think that in most part that the commission is is, hopefully will do the right thing, you know, to combine planning with building safety, because those are the two important departments that that need to communicate as much as they can and to resolve these issues in a more expedient manner. So as far as you know, all the complaints I get it, you know, it's, it's hard to to gage on things that are very complicated and very, very fluid and and some of the things that planning are are trying to to update that they've been doing for the last 1015, 20 years. Because I think in the past, you know, there was no planning. There was no planning as far as the city of LA. It's just that it was just just develop. And now we gotta now. We gotta change our, our mindset in, in trying to convert our, our, our landscape to me, more resilient and more sustainable in and hopefully we, we don't. We have to depend our cars, but we depend on different uses.

2:22:20
And, yeah, well, I think it also dedicated folks in communities, keeping an eye on things and being active is important.

2:22:34
Cindy, you know,

2:22:37
it's a big topic,

2:22:41
a big it seems like he has a problem with all the stuff that is now ministerial by right? It doesn't come to the neighborhood council, right? And the standards aren't there because we haven't put the standards in because the City Council doesn't put a priority on planning well,

2:23:06
and not not only that, there's no flexibility on it. You know, when a person, when a developer, brings in it, you can't ask them to, can you do this? Can you change this? And and, you know, it's like, oh, sure, we'll do it. But in hindsight, you know, they'll, they might show it and but they might not do it because there's no follow through. Once they, once they get the certificate occupancy, that's it. You know, their hands are clean.

2:23:36
Did anybody? Is anybody watching any of the charter reform meetings, there was one where Lisa Weber did a presentation at I would think it was a Pacoima Councilwoman, Monica Rodriguez hosted it. I wasn't there, but there's a recording of it. You should try to I think you can find it on YouTube, either through the Reform Commission themselves or the other group that's recording those meetings. Anyway, you should check it out, because she gives a very thorough update on what how things have changed in a processing cases. And I think it's good. So you should check it out.

2:24:22
Cindy, I have to interrupt you, because there were speakers that spoke before the city charter commission meetings who were urging them to take steps to streamline development, and talked about terrible bottlenecks and delays that harm them and that hold back from development when in fact, those rules they were referring to are no longer there. So it would be important for people to say that the streamlining has now gone so far that community voices that would result in better. Projects, not only for the community, but for the very people who are meant to be living in them. So it the the initial presentations, the choice of who spoke before the commission, was skewed. It was not balanced at all. The Central City Association, you had streets for all, you had abundant housing.

2:25:25
Yeah, there, there's work to be done, because I understand they're going to be wrapping up in the early part of the year.

2:25:32
Maybe they will stop taking public comment the end of January. They will continue discussions, but you have to get your comments in now. And I mean, I put in 130 page comment,

2:25:57
yes, I saw that.

2:26:00
I haven't read everything of it, but wow,

2:26:05
yeah, you put a lot of time into it. August, wow. I want to take Laura's hand next Laura and August, and let's see if I can see any one else we we used to meet downtown LA in LA and I, we met there many times, right? Laura. So that's what I wanted to say. We go back a long time, 2000 a WP, Oh, yeah. So anyway, Laura's next. Thank you.

2:26:36
Hi, thanks, Cindy, yeah, no, we do go back a long ways. And what does that mean? And Maggie was running the show. Remember, love Maggie. So couple things we have really strongly begun to notice on a lot of different unrelated cases, that the planning department is accepting applications that are actually incomplete, but deeming them complete and uploading to the case summary portal. And so you can see, sometimes an application that has no information, hardly in it at all, but there's plans, and what's on the plans tells you, Oh, it's a this kind of case or that kind of case that's not even mentioned in the application. So the problem is that over time, I guess the applications do become far more complete, and they have to be complete. And the housing department analysis, and depending where it is, a redevelopment plan analysis, etc, etc, have been added to the case file, paper or digital at the planning site, but they're not uploading this information for the public to see. So un and C is a when I say about to January, February. I mean, it's depending on timing, but I think we're going to write a letter saying we want this to change that at the same at minimum, at the 24 day mark, before you know when they start doing the noticing of a hearing. So this is for discretionary cases. They need to upload the complete file, except not comments and emails, but all of the complete application file into case summary as a part of preparing for a hearing. And this kind of came to the fore on a case this past week where a community member and I have copied me on her email a week before the hearing, asked for access to the case file. They didn't respond until two days before the hearing, and said, at this point, the case file is in the hands of the zoning administrator, so she couldn't even see it in the office in paper, because it wasn't available and she couldn't see it until after the hearing and that. So it just says, like, Wait a minute. This is just ridiculous. The stuff she wanted to see should have been stuff that was uploaded anyway. So I am hoping other neighborhood councils, if this rings a bell for anybody in any specific case, could join in this effort of asking stuff loaded.

2:29:23
Laura, it's more than incomplete. It's when the project changes, they never update.

2:29:29
Yeah, no, that's exactly right. I mean, the design can change. I mean, we're dealing a couple of different cases, but we're also currently dealing with one where the design has changed. It doesn't solve the problems, but it's better, actually. So I've seen the design, but it's not in the case file. Yeah, all of that project has changed. The design has changed. It's been updated. So whatever it is that the hearing officer will be evaluating 24 more days. From now, whatever now is, I mean, they send out a notice now 24 days. That's what should be in the case summary as well whatever it is they're evaluating. So, so you're right. It's not just analysis. The whole project could have changed

2:30:15
the public. Public can't comment on something they don't see.

2:30:20
Neither can a neighborhood council.

2:30:23
I mean, you know, this happened to be a case that involved, the case where the stakeholder asked to see it. Things had changed a little bit. The other case, it's pending, that is a bigger case in our neighborhood, changed from Ed one because it wasn't eligible. Because they were, they're tearing down buildings that people who live in them, so it's no longer eligible. RSO to another. Maybe a state law, but they don't seem to really be eligible for that state law anyway. Maybe our local law. Maybe they're kind of doing a cafeteria style pick and choose among various laws, but, but there's nothing in the application that would indicate which laws they're applying and what exactly they're asking for relief from. It's on the plans, but not the application, and it also seems to be moving around. So that's what, you know, triggered us, but August, you're absolutely correct. The whole project, whatever it is, could have changed. So we're asking for the complete updated project, its application, it's this, it's that be uploaded before a hearing notice is sent out. For what it's worth.

2:31:42
Okay? Nobody's commenting on my comments.

2:31:45
So I am no, Laura, Laura, I actually wanted to know, do you think it's intentional

2:31:51
that they're doing it that way? No,

2:31:53
that I think it's always been the practice to just keep adding stuff physically into a case file. And they never used to have this robust online version until covid hit, really, but, but I think, just like I said earlier today, I think they're overwhelmed, but there's part of me that doesn't care that they're overwhelmed. I mean, in other words, this seems so just make it available.

2:32:22
Because the reason I'm asking is because developers are known to put holder placeholders in certain files to be able to get around certain laws that are about to become active, and so they put a placeholder. And this feels like a placeholder type of a thing by the developer, but I'm not sure. I just wanted to make sure that, you know, I didn't know if you were thinking that it was intentional, because I

2:32:47
can be an effort to piecemeal that. Piecemealing is an intentional effort where the scope of a project is not described and it's added bit by bit, right, right?

2:32:59
Exactly any of the above in this in the two particular cases, and they're really not alike to each other. One of them has to do with a alcohol license, and the other is a housing I mean, they're completely unrelated to each other, but in both cases, we think there's more in there's more public documents in the file, and again, aside from comment letters, because those should not count and and when you're trying to piece together what a project is actually asking for, is bad enough. You're doing it over time, but at the point where a hearing is scheduled, anyone, not just people who come to neighborhood council meetings, but all the neighbors who have gotten a notice in the mail or drive by and see a notice on the building should be able to go online and see what the project is that will be at The hearing.

2:34:00
The other part also is that if project plans are changed during a hearing and an and a developer or a project sponsor announces changes those that hearing should be stopped so that the community has an opportunity to review them before any decisions are considered or made, or the file should be requested to be left open for additional time. And I wonder, I wonder if, if there shouldn't be a model CIS drafted and figure out what Council file it needs to be added in to address all of the points that you raised.

2:34:42
Well, maybe there just needs to be a council member who does a motion related to this. I don't know to in order to do a C, you know, in order to do a CIS, maybe there's Yeah,

2:34:57
either way, but I think, I think. Yeah, I it's very important,

2:35:03
yeah, and then

2:35:05
it's unfortunate. I mean, again, I just feel like the planning stuff is way overwhelmed, but on the same pretty bad housing proposal, which I don't want to bother you guys with all the gory details, but the neighbors have been sending emails since August, and have ratcheted up their effort to Planning Department Senior staff as well as the planners, and they're getting zero response from anyone. And I mean 000, the council office is attempting, you know, now we're asking for a town hall style meeting. The council office is attempting to put that together, but one of the neighbors, who actually works for another council office was brazen enough to just walk into Vince's office, and first he was happy, because he thought she was there representing her council office, which she was not. She was coming in as a frustrated neighbor, and as soon as he found that out, he he called her boss, only it wasn't her boss, because it turns out she is one of the bosses, and he misinterpreted what her role is in that council office. But the thing is, he was upset because someone had the temerity to just walk into his office. And it's like, I like Vince. I've known him for years. But what are you thinking to think your door should be closed to community stakeholders? That doesn't feel right to me.

2:36:36
Well, his door is closed to plan check, okay,

2:36:40
but you know what? I mean? It's like, no, the door should be open. You don't always have to be there because you're a working guy, but, but you shouldn't be peeved because somebody walked in and you let and you greeted them. I hear a dog.

2:36:59
Yeah. Does that mean Denzel still? On, yeah, let me try to mute here one second damn thing. Sorry. Sorry about that. I just have to hang up because this thing's fouled up my phone. I can't mute

2:37:17
it or anything. Yeah, well, you're here. I'm

2:37:21
trying to hang up because I say,

2:37:23
Cindy, you mute him

2:37:27
anyway, but, but I don't know exactly what happened in that encounter, so it may have been really unpleasant for him too. But in any case, I do think that we are allowed to have a voice, not just neighborhood councils, but the people we represent, and that's and they're allowed to have their own voices. And I'm seeing this effort in our community, and one of one neighborhood in our community where everyone is writing emails and planning staff is not responding at all, and I find it very troubling to not just say acknowledged, and we're working on it, or something like that,

2:38:10
right? And that's something

2:38:14
that I brought up to that, you know, we put in our comments or our letters, and then we don't hear anything, or we don't see where they've been taken into consideration in the final outcome. And I'm sure that the pressures come from the legal standpoint the changes that are happening. But then we've also heard when a when a case is filed, it's whatever was in place at that time. I don't know. It's just so many things. Yeah, hitting that. I do hope we get planning higher level folks coming. I think Denzil mentioned that earlier about Kevin wanting to come to our meetings at least, you know, a few times a year, and we'll get some other presentations. I have a number of pictures when we met live and in person where we would meet. You know, I got we had good crowds of people. You know, Barbara, all of us were meeting. And, you know, we can have an in person meeting too. That may be something that we need to do, even if we did it once. Well, you're still walking around right.

2:39:29
A good one to do. Maybe when Kevin is coming, he's a great guy, by the way, but yeah, and even, even with, again, this issue in my community, the council office, everyone's saying we want a town hall style meeting, and to me that means it's, it's in person, or, you know, because if it's like this, but a webinar, then it's not a town hall style because they can control the speakers, and we want them not to. Control the speakers. We want to have a real discussion that's interactive. So I don't even know if anything's going to happen with it, and I think we're all facing one way or another, projects that are unworkable, that are going to be proposed in our communities based on, you know, all everything that's going on both of the state and now the whatever the name of it is, but the new the new ED one that is for real, because this particular proposal is in the middle of a character residential overlay, and it's essentially asking for relief from 100% of the requirements of that overlay and and calling it a waiver of development standards. But the overlays in the ordinance for the South LA plan, it is an actual piece of the zoning, and these are not waivers. These are off menu incentives, and the laws that they're utilizing to make these requests do not allow unlimited incentives on menu or off menu. So it, you know, it's, it's concerning. So what the the it's a CPI overlay, but what the cpio would require is that the planning staff send this off to its discretionary send it off to a hearing, probably that one of the commissions, either the local or the city wide, to give an exception, and they have the right not to give the exceptions So and there's nothing in the state law that they're asking for that would allow this, and that's the trouble with what's going on at the planning department, and they're not responding. So, you know, it's not good. I just wish they would at least reply, because I'm getting all these emails. I mean, it's like I'm copied on all of the emails. So every time a week goes by and there's no response, another 15 emails, or 20 emails are going out, copying me, saying I'm forwarding you the last email. You know you haven't responded, and they're not just saying, heard you working on it. I mean, they don't have to commit to their point of view, but they should at least acknowledge receipt.

2:42:19
But that's some Laura, that's something that needs to be in the charter when a neighborhood council communicates with the council office, a department or whatever they are required to respond within 15 or 30 days.

2:42:37
Yeah, this is not neighborhood council communications. This is neighbors communications,

2:42:43
but they should be, yeah, they treat us the same way. Well, of course, yeah, okay,

2:42:50
I have somebody raise their hand call in. User.

2:43:02
All right, go ahead. Good morning. Yes, I just wanted to make some comments regarding several discussion points that were took place this morning. One I something. I wanted to follow up with Barbara. She mentioned the WSS, C, O, G, something, West Side city of college. I had forgot that I had even signed up for a meeting, reminder from them, and I had gotten a recent one, and I noticed on the agenda some street names that were very familiar to me. So I listened in on the meeting, and come to find out, as a resident of the city of Los Angeles, I found out more information about a street, bus infrastructure and street changes going adding, going from three lanes to adding a bus lane to traffic lane down to one from this WSS, C, O, G. So I recommend residents of the city of Los Angeles try and get it find out other associations like SCAG, I find out more from skag and WSS cog things happening a block away from my residence than I am from my council, district office and neighborhood councils. Another thing finding out information urbanized la I find out more information about what's happening in my neighborhood than from my neighborhood council about projects, big, big projects that are going to be taking place. There was a comment regarding mixed use. My community, we have so many mixed use but the problem is they're all from the same store for lease. I know here I'm washing my Washington Boulevard corridor. All of the mixed use buildings are have signs in the window for lease. I guess that's a company name so stuff like that is just, I appreciate all your input, because I understand the reason many neighborhood councils people join neighbor. Councils is to get their foot inside the door to get their voices heard. But unfortunately, I'm on the 1% that has every negative impact that could happen to a resident is happening to me, and I find that my neighborhood council is more on the side of the city and the city is in the pockets of developers. I appreciate your conversations. They enlighten people who join and also open up their eyes to issues that are happening, may not now, or it may have happened years ago, and people are just finding out, and some of us are laughing. Oh yeah, you don't know what you're in for. And stuff are like, Uh oh, fasten our seat belts. We're in for a bumpy ride. So again, thank you so much. Have a thanks for a great 2025 and look forward, I think, to 2026 Thank you. Have a nice day.

2:45:55
Thank you very much. Um yeah. It is interesting. I went to the, you know, the bi weekly reports, Yes, yesterday or the day before, and they're up pops, a development application, brand new, just got filed, I think, the 12th of November, for a drive through car wash. There have been three. This will be the third application for that site for a drive through car wash. It's amazing, for whatever reason they stalled, or the ownership changed, or whatever down the line. But anyway, the the bi weekly case reports a good place if something's been filed,

2:46:41
another one,

2:46:44
the person, the caller, just said, urbanize LA. They posted about a proposal in our community, and this is the smallest. There's only parking on one side of the street. They're going to do small lot subdivision in this tiny, little cramped area, and I don't know how they're going to do it, but you know, it can be done because it's these are the buy right kinds of things. So, yeah, we just, you know, if we want to share information in our communities and put it out there so people know, you know, when people come to hearings, another thing that that happens with us, we had a hearing for a subdivision. Now, the subdivisions been around, applied for, maybe before, way before the pandemic, and for whatever reason, got stalled. In fact, they can't they. There's a case closed notice on it. But all of a sudden it popped open, back up, and was alive again. And they held a hearing, and many people commented on how sensitive the area is going to be and how difficult, you know, really good. In fact, there's a group of neighbors down at that end of that, that area of our community who are united in in staying on top of it. But there's people that come in from, you know, that call in during the hearings that are from maybe outside the area or other areas of the community. Oh, we need to improve the area. It'll be beautiful for the area to have, you know, nice, big homes, and, you know, bring up the economic development, and then bring up the this. And so you get those, and you feel like, No, we're not all on the same page. Not everybody agrees. So what do you do about that type of thing. So anyway, you need to, I think it's about participating and struggle as hard as it may be sometimes, and how we might get punched in the gut. Because here we did all of this work to do what we need to do, and then the city came through and approved the project. Anyway, we need to hope that building and safety will be very tight, or maybe they get their development entitlements and it never gets built. You know, there's that too that happens. So I know many of you have great ideas for curbing or participating in this, and that's what I think is a huge benefit of being here, in our plan check meetings and in our alliance meetings and our other groups too, and our and of course, within our neighborhood council and our land use committees. Okay, enough of my rattling. Do I have any other any other updates or reports, anything anybody wants to chime in on? Did we cover some of the topics

2:49:49
that I want? Do you want me to do a land use report?

2:49:52
Yes, wonderful. Thank you, Barbara. How are you

2:49:57
actually exhausted? We drove back and forth. To Phoenix in less than 24 hours. Oh, my goodness, we got home at about 530 this morning. Wow, it's been a long day or night. I'm not sure which one. Which means I did not print out the land use report. I also wanted to mention mention something when we talk about opportunities for home ownership. I don't know if other people have noticed, as we have in our area, that it that many years ago, condominiums were the entry point for home ownership, and there were many condominium projects. There were conversions of apartments, two condominiums, and at least in our area, we haven't seen a condominium project for quite a while. And I understand, in looking into it, that the reason has to do with liability laws and a state law that was adopted maybe 10 years ago. And I wonder the reason that that law was passed was because there was some very shoddy construction done on some condominium projects, and the residents had an impossible time holding the contractors or developers responsible, so the liability risk to them now, apparently, is so high that They don't look at this as an as a very constructive option. And at least in our area, there are a couple of large developers that are have figured out a way to do ed one type projects with 100% affordable housing and making money on them. So I wonder if others have thought about the condominium issue, whether it's worth contacting local legislators and talking about the exploration, or I don't know who to talk to, so that people who buy a condo won't get stuck with something that's poorly built, which may tie into building and safety's need to do better inspections, or how to approach that, because it is, it had been much easier in terms of affordability, down payments and all the rest, to buy a condo than a home. So I throw that out. I don't know if anyone wants to mention or has something to add to that.

2:52:18
Barbara, the condos particularly high rise, end up being very risky, because if they're real expensive and you only fill sell half half the units,

2:52:38
you have to have an HOA,

2:52:42
well, everybody's unit is paying for two units because they got to pay for the empty units too, and then it just collapses due to, you know, lack of maintenance. It just becomes more of an eyesore.

2:53:05
I hadn't thought of that

2:53:08
they but, well, the other thing is, there could be something that would require that the units be rented, and that the developer, until they're sold, has to pay those dues, no, and then it would be more risky for them, and they wouldn't do it. Yeah, got it.

2:53:30
Well, they just want to get in and out.

2:53:34
Well, the other, the other option might, and I haven't looked at the model, but in the Midwest, particularly, there are a lot of housing cooperatives which are different than condos and operate different they're harder to get financing for for a mortgage. But I don't know if that might be a way to address some of that

2:53:56
same Jessica might want to comment, yes.

2:54:00
Hi, so you are both partially correct, but I think what's happening is all across southern California, definitely. We'll just keep it. LA County, the valley, prices for condos are pretty much in line with condominiums that are in the main part of the west side, and even going into the areas over, you know, by Koreatown, that's the hottest area, going farther to the southwest portion of Los Angeles, everything is very pricey. And so one of the configurations with purchasing a condo is, which is very scary to people today, is paying those homeowner fees, some of them are astronomical. So is it better to perhaps spend a little bit more if you can for a house? That is, you know, if you can find it, you know, six, $700,000 if not a million. In and let your grass grow and not, you know, make a few repairs or put your money into homeowner fees. I mean, the the real advantage of homeowner fees for someone who can afford the condo and paying that out every month is you can write most of it off if you have too many rentals in the building, it still kind of stands where, if it's a condominium building, there's too many rentals, it's hard to sell your condo and get financing. But there are really good tools that have come out. I'm sorry I won't say the word tools, but programs that have come out in the last couple of years for seniors and also for first time home buyers that are very creative. And then there's more grants. So it is, on one hand, becoming a little bit easier for people to purchase, especially for home buyers. But I mean, you're talking about, you know, whether it's a condo. I mean, you know, a two bedroom, let's just on average, is what people need. You know, you're talking about maybe 650, 700,000 on the low side, you can still go a little bit farther out, you know, towards downtown, Southwest, but because of the Olympics and Airbnb and verbo, you know, guys, we're in this new world of of living and also real estate. It keeps pushing everything up and up. So even in the areas that would be considered, you know, the lower end areas, they're all across the board becoming in line. And if you can even find a home that is, you know, the junkiest Tear down for, you know, eight, 900,000 a million dollars these days, it's really difficult. And then throw your Airbnb in there and convert the garage to an Airbnb. Then you just, you know, bumped yourself with income, and you're above a million. So, you know, everything is complicated, everything is layered, and the dots connect, and, I mean, it's very difficult. We have a serious problem with housing.

2:57:17
Okay, thank you.

2:57:19
Condos are difficult. They're not your starter purchase anymore, because, you know, the homeowners fees are astronomical.

2:57:29
Okay, going to the report, the planning department has released their since six month progress report for the CHIP program for activity. It from January through mid August of this past year. They said that the CHIP program generated proposals for 16,659 new homes, including 50 714 covenanted affordable units. And they are tout. They're applauding the fact that this has been directed mostly into higher opportunity areas, with 67% of all proposed units and 55% of affordable units located in neighborhoods with stronger access to transit, schools and jobs. That means high opportunity areas, or as I like to call them now, unlimited opportunity areas, because they seem to think that all of these neighborhoods can just keep adding without limit. So you can, I'm providing the full report. You can review it at your leisure.

2:58:40
It also noted that 90%

2:58:45
of the formal applications were processed through Streamlined ministerial review. We talked about the transition of the LA DBS zoning review staff to the planning department, and I think it's going to be completed by the end of January, mostly, although their documents say middle of the year. So zoning review, administrative functions related to it are going to planning. So hopefully that will create more responsiveness and better consistency. Building Permits are still staying with La DBS. All of the core building and safety aspects and appeals for building permits go to LA dBs, and they formed a new Bureau within planning to handle that. There's a long list of referrals to council. We're fortunate that they're going on their leave, and I always say, just as doctors take an oath to do no harm, the council can do no harm when they're on recess. So that's an editorial i. So they the city does in the last batch of referrals, mostly, I try to provide you with refer referrals to Plum but sometimes to government operations and housing and homelessness when I know that it will affect development in your area. But I am not calling up individual projects that involve one, one district, so you still need to monitor that to housing and homelessness. They are working on a council file, 20 50207, s1 and this is all in the report that has to do with the staffing plan for the LA Housing Department and their new bureau of homeless oversight, some people would say this means a new branch of the homeless industrial complex. Hopefully it diminishes it instead, there's something having to do with refiling related to commercial cannabis regulations. It's going to government operations committee. It's 17, dash, oh, 653, s1, there's a motion that's going to housing and homelessness regarding statewide emergency rental housing market and price gouging complaints related to the windstorm and wildfire recovery. I'm not going to read the council file numbers because I think it's too hard for you guys to to write them down, but Cindy will have this right after the meeting, and it'll be on the website. There is something about an appeal related to some oil drilling with Warren resources, EMB Natural Resources Management Corporation. So if that is a company that's active in your area, you may want to know, I didn't realize that there was a new bill related to sober living facilities. 25, 1484, 1484 I am giving you the number 2514 84 introduced by Park and Lee on December 10, reducing over concentration in residential neighborhoods, looking at legal and policy options. So if you have had problems with sober living facilities, this is definitely something you want to look at. I did write down August project, the Woodland Hills Country Club project, which was sent to Plum on December 10, August. It's true. It is. Is it part of code that if your community plan is 25 years or older, that that they can developers can use it as a free pass.

3:02:48
Well, they they don't have to comply with the

3:02:53
pertinent plan.

3:02:58
A loophole in the state legislation that nobody seemed to know about.

3:03:07
Wow, can you send that to me and I'll stick it in the report?

3:03:14
Well, it's, it's in their their application the state, but it's either the 20 AB, 2011 or the other one they're using.

3:03:29
And do we know how many of our community plans are 25 years or older?

3:03:35
I would say probably majority of them, they only want, you know, would be like the harbor area echo,

3:03:48
downtown, downtown. So this is a major problem, because now the Pandora's box has been opened. Okay? Uh, next is

3:04:04
I did not

3:04:07
this month was not the month where the city council's Olympics project expediting motion was heard, because I did not realize that not only does that motion create a pathway for so called temporary Olympics projects to become permanent, but they removed some of the exclusions that are included in that some of you who've been watching the gondola know that that was not allowed to be considered an Olympics project under this council file motion. But I found that, for example, off site billboards were removed as an exclusion, which means that if the Olympics, people decide, and the city decides that there ought to be more billboards, they can build them as a so called temporary Olympics. Related sign, and they will never come down. So this is going to mean that you have a whole bunch of of things to watch for, and we need to check that council file for the exclusions, and also for things that are being built as temporary, that they really mean to have be permanent. There is a motion related to transit occupancy, transient occupancy, taxes, short term rental facilitators, audits and examining hosting platforms. That's 2514 73 and it relates to Senate Bill 346,

3:05:41
there are a couple. There are three

3:05:44
financial status reports. And I guess if you have a strong stomach and are looking for a depressing read, you may want to look at those files. They all have the same beginning, 25, 06, 100 and different tales. One has to do with the police hiring. One is the second Financial Status Report, and one is the fiscal year first financial status report for this fiscal year. There is a measure that's going to budget Public Works and transportation regarding the dockless Bike Share systems pilot program, citywide adaptive reuse code amendment rescind the adaptive reuse incentive areas specific plan ordinance was sent to Plum on December 4. It's 2112 30 dash s9 2112 112, 30. Dash s9 is this the same? That's the same. I've duplicated it. This is the the council file that codifies executive directive number one is 23 dash Oh, 623, Dash s1 it's been sent to both the housing and homelessness committee and plum. And it is a document submitted by the city attorney dated December 3. There's a motion for fee waivers policy related to disaster impacted residents of wildfire, fires, floods, earthquakes and declared emergencies. 2514 24 is the file the motion for staffing, a comprehensive staffing plan, program, implementation support and ULA inspector general office, establishment united to house LA, and it's gone to housing and homelessness and personnel. The city made a bed rate adjustment with for interim homeless housing. So if you're interested in what it's costing, that's the place to look. There's something in the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area, the rim of the valley corridor Preservation Act related to Senate Bill 1870 and a congressional Bill 3874 that's been sent to rules, elections and Intergovernmental Relations Committee. I want to mention here that I learned recently from someone on one of the Santa Monica Mountains committees that whenever the city has surplus land in the Santa Monica Mountains, that land is meant to first be offered to the conservancy, the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, because LA City posted a lot in the mountains for sale, which was not to be done, and they've been called on it. So something to remember, if you happen to share some of the Santa Monica Mountains, yes, we do the oh, this is, this is probably the bill I was talking about with the Olympics. It's 15 dash, oh, 989, dash s, 42 it's called the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games. La, 28 game venues, training facilities, construction, retention and relocation. And it's gone to the ad hoc Olympics committee and to arts, parks, libraries and Community Enrichment committee.

3:09:32
There is a report in it from the CLA.

3:09:37
There is, I guess, this is our city's response to the federal government's desire to do new leasing and drilling of oil off of our California coastline. So there is a motion that's been introduced, a document submitted by the CLA 25 0002, S 89 Plum is getting a document submitted by the city attorney dated December 2, as is the Budget and Finance Committee, and it's related to litigation strategic actions for just economy versus the city.

3:10:21
Uh, 2514

3:10:24
32 has to do with staff our city street, transit and amenities program. And I hadn't read it. I still haven't it had it also says ice arrests and non criminal immigrants, information campaigns PSA announced. So I think this has to do with empowering the powers that be to do a public service campaign related to ice and People's Rights, enforcing city illegal dumping laws, increasing criminal fines and having an enforcement strategy is 2514 37 it's going to the Public Service Public Safety Committee, but it's an important one, because as we all know it, it does tie in with our residential and Business communities and how our land is successfully used. 1503, 16 is a joint request to fund build la project year one, and it's gone to Plum. And actually it's a report document from the city attorney. I'm not sure. I haven't looked at this. 25 away. 43 three is the city wide interim control ordinance to prohibit permit issuance, prevent RV parks. Lamc section 14, I haven't read it. If somebody wants to comment on it, if it's relevant to to folks, there is a motion on the 2026 Los Angeles wildfire, wildland urban interface has been sent to public safety, and it has a document submitted by the board of fire commissioners. Plum has considered an annual inflation adjustment for plannings use fees that they charge something on the Ventura cawenga Boulevard corridor, specific plan, amendment, streamline, review, assist local business is its title. It's gone to documents submitted by the city attorney went to Plum and let's see. This is we're almost done. There is something about repeat party house violations and increasing fines and penalties and options. It's been sent both to Plum and to the Public Safety Committee. It's 1280,

3:13:04
1218, 24 dash s3

3:13:07
there's a if Joanne were here, she'd probably be mentioning 25 oh, 11, s 19. Tree canopy coverage, urban forest, street furniture, fund, tree trimming and maintenance. There is a motion related to the impact on cities, projects, programs and services, on the one big, beautiful bill, act HR, one city compliance with Brown Act is another motion. And we all got, I think, a notice from done saying, if your council hasn't passed a CIS, that indicates that you have voted formally and issued a cis related to the ability to meet virtually in compliance with state law, then you need to do that. Do Oh goodness, the impacts of SB 79 There you go. That's the council file. 2510 83 and city planning put in their last document, November 13. To that file. Let's see destination Crenshaw, outdoor museum project. Fourth, amended and restated agreement. Second Amendment, LA Metro. I don't know what that's about. It's gone to council, nuisance abatement, proceedings, administration, enforcement, governments, implementation, oversight resources, lamc and the LA Administrative Code, a document from the city attorney went to public works. It's 2401 96

3:14:57
that's it for council files that I could. Fine, and it's all in the report, there is an interesting article from the LA Times. Culver City has adopted an ordinance allowing single staircase construction for housing of up to six stories. Some people consider single story construction to be a wonderful thing, because you can add more housing. Many others think it's a trap where people are going to die terrible deaths. So that is an article with a reference. There is litigation in in different cities related to the use of technological programs that help landlords, particularly large landlords with units around the country, or that are in specific cities that that help them to do price fixing across different platforms, and realpage is suing and trying to overturn New York's anti rent gouging law because they were found to be using An algorithm that is fueled by artificial intelligence software that helps rents be increased. And in fact, New York's line, it's law, it says, was designed to help combat the $3.8 billion worth of annual rent increases nationwide caused by artificial intelligence software. And this is from a 2024 White House report. One in every four rental uses a real page pricing algorithm to set rent prices. So it's very interesting and a bit frightening. LA City Council forms new panel to review long term budget problems, they convened its new Budget and Finance advisory committee to help stabilize the city's finances, and they elected former LA City Controller Ron Galperin as chair. Jessica law, Managing Director of CBRE, that's Coldwell bankers, real estate, downtown office as vice chair. It includes la Co Op lab co founder Gilda has Derek Johnson, Vice President of impact and equity at United Way of La Joseph lumarda, Senior Vice President and investment counselor with Capital Group, Private Client Services and they Brian galpern, who was a very successful controller, says our work will focus on long term solutions that support sustainable budgeting, stronger revenue planning and better use of city assets. And I think this ties in with something that the city charter Commission is considering, which is having a separate five year capital improvement plan so that money is set aside for infrastructure and long term financing, and you have a multi year budgeting I think that's something That was on the city's mind when this commission was was first organized, and it's something the mayor has asked for. They're going to meet next on January 12. The governor issued a press release to show how he is addressing housing and homelessness challenges in the state, some people would say he's addressing it by running for president and leaving the state. I'm in a really feisty mood today. There is something I copied from publication of Southern California media startups. We know that having local coverage is important. Journalism is important for holding people accountable. And there are a number of of publications that I've never heard of. I didn't know about

3:19:14
Halo, c, a, l, o, news,

3:19:18
afro, LA, they mentioned Golden State report. La reported the southlanders. Someone today mentioned, I think one of the land use things. Was it? La urban? La urbanized. La, anyway, so there's some public, some publications you may not know about Shada. You've been so patient with your hand up,

3:19:46
yes, thank you. Um, there were two Council files that you mentioned. One had to do with the city attorney's Bateman nuisance streamlining. The other one had to do it's kitty or Slav ski. Council file, I forget the number. But it addresses the party houses and increasing the penalties and fees. Both of these Council files are, I hate to say it. They're Toothless only because the only department in the city that can enforce these Council files, or these, you know, ordinances, if they were to go through building and safety, which they will not enforce anything, because, for one thing,

3:20:30
you muted yourself,

3:20:33
uh, sorry, due to budget restrictions, Building and Safety has enough effectively, has gutted their Code Enforcement Bureau by eight inspectors. And many CDs, as I look through the organizational charts, have opening that you know, vacant positions for inspectors. Many positions have been removed. So these Council files are basically they may go through, but they're not going to be enforced. So my suggestion is everybody in the and with their neighborhood councils need to write in comments to the charter Reform Commission to ask that they would mandate that building and safety enforce laws that are passed by the council, and because many times, Building and Safety does not. So all these nice little Council files that we have and ordinances are useless. So that's one thing. The other thing is, Barbara, would you please re talk about the council file, I forget the number that has to do with removal of minimum parking requirements across the city, whether you're close to a, you know, major transit stop or not. That is a problematic Council file, major and people need to know because removing parking was, you know, minimums, meaning that any developer can develop whatever amount of development in any district without providing parking. One thing is, if there was going to be under expectation is people are going to bring no cars. Not true. People are going to bring their cars and going to park there on the street. Now, if there's going to be any kind of a fire, any kind of, you know, evacuation, if people don't have cars, how are they going to evacuate? And if they do have cars, too many cars are going to be on the streets, and they're going to be it's going to be a nightmare of traffic. So these are the long term plans that the planning, or whoever comes up with these nice little Council files don't think about. They don't think through the problem. So there's no yeah,

3:22:53
thank you. On on the parking removal. We already have a state law that allows zero parking to be built for projects within a half a mile of transit, and the city does within that state law, the city has the opportunity to actually require parking for handicap and parking for EV charging, and the city has allowed an interpretation to move forward that says if they're not providing any parking, we're not going to require them to provide that type of parking. So that's one issue we may wish to address. Secondly, with this new council file, it's 2506 42 it is a blanket, no parking minimums in the city of LA. And I spoke with Lisa Hart, who's who is within the neighborhood council sustainability Alliance. They are holding a forum tomorrow night, which you may want to attend. They are having a forum, and wanted to endorse this bill, and I attended their their transportation committee meeting and spoke against it, because I said, for example, I'm in public health. That's where I was trained, and I understand the desire to have people use transit, but for example, I believe medical buildings should provide parking. Why? Because I don't want sick people taking transit to go to the doctor. I also know that elderly people who are more frequent users of transit may not be able to access transit, and same thing with with disabled. So I think this is much too broad a stroke. I also think some neighborhoods are so parking poor and have very little access based on older buildings that didn't have parking that it is a public. Safety issue that that it is not reasonable to expect someone with a vehicle who cannot use transit to be looking for parking space for who knows how, long at late night and and unsafe hours or in neighborhoods that are unsafe, so that that would suggest there be some ability to tailor any kind of parking bill based on some kind of a parking district or some interpretation that understands what actually is going on on the ground. So if you are available and interested in this issue, I would recommend going to the neighborhood council sustainability Alliance, their Sunday evening meeting is tomorrow. There is no one on the panel that at least when I spoke to Lisa that was signed up to speak on the other side with an advocate that this measure not be adopted as recommended or as introduced. It kind of surprised me. I think the one of the authors was Blumenfield, and I was surprised at that. I don't know. Maybe I shouldn't be surprised, but at any rate,

3:26:14
but also encourage the council city neighborhood councils to write into the city charter Reform Committee to speak about these. You know, ordinances that will pass, there's lack of enforcement by building and safety altogether.

3:26:30
The city is broke. Well, first of all, Building and Safety enforces mostly based on complaints. Is that reasonable? Should they not be enforcing according to code, if they if an inspector were to pass something that's illegal, August is changing positions. But that also ties in with revenue to the city, because they the inspectors apparently have the ability to determine whether something that has been cited actually has a bill that gets sent to the finance department in billing and safety for collection, which seems a bit crazy. It allows them a lot of power.

3:27:12
Well, part of the problem with Building and Safety is balance. They only do their in inspections during business hours, right? If you have a violation that occurs in the evening, they require you to specify exactly what time it occurs, and you have no way of predicting when the violation will occur.

3:27:41
Nope, and that's why I was suggesting that neighborhood council people have some kind of a an ability to be that official documenter. Because I can't tell you how many times I've said to the city, here's the pictures of the guys cutting the tree down. Here's the name of the guy who did it, who he said hired him and a picture of the trash where the dead tree has been put on that person's property. Oh, no, we can't cite them. We didn't see it. Well. No, you weren't around Sunday morning at six when I got the call. So and you and they were gone by the time the police arrived two and a half hours later.

3:28:20
Do you think that's a union issue?

3:28:24
I think it's an, well, I don't know if there's just a strict overtime issue shader, you were gonna know it.

3:28:30
You know what it is, is, is any kind of violation has to be documented by the by the inspectors themselves, because it when it gets to the city attorney, if it ever gets the city attorney, they need to be able to present and to the to the prosecutor, the actual documentation by the department a third party documenter will not be acceptable in the court of law. So that's been there, that's their that's their excuse. That's the excuse that I've been

3:28:59
so we need to be able to be certified in some way, to be able to document so that it is acceptable. I think so, I don't know. Yeah, the other thing that I wanted to mention from an earlier part of our conversations, when we were talking about the the the ability to be representing your community, or that community members can speak and be heard by council the way that the city now limits public comment, often 30 minutes, 40 minutes, whatever they decide, whether it's a Minute of speaking, there can be people waiting to speak who are never called on sometimes neighborhood council members, but the council has no way of knowing who those people are and how many there were similar in some of the commission meetings if you're waiting to speak and they cut comment off. In the old days when there wasn't any virtual testimony, and when they took everyone who was there to speak, if it took all day, they often would say, could the people who are in favor please stand? And if what has been said, it was what you were going to say, you don't need to say it. There's no way for that to be done now. There's no way to know on the phone or in person. So I wonder, and I don't know where that could be addressed, but I think that there should be a way to measure that sometimes there are items on the city council file that will bring in three unions. The room is full of matching T shirts. They all get to speak, and we're sitting there and never get called on. So I think that's worth some conversation to increase transparency and our effectiveness.

3:31:00
The issue is, really would be a lot worse when you increase the size of the city council, yeah, there will be no time available for public comment. And this is the choke point issue of city council, and by the time and be and because of the limited time, people have to speak at an earlier stage, and that's not available to them because the issues are not heard regionally.

3:31:40
So it's just a really major overhaul as needed, but

3:31:45
my public comment was a major overhaul with 18 regional councils.

3:31:51
Yeah. The other thing that was interesting, I attended a program where Xavier oslowski was presenting the book that he wrote a couple years ago and or three years ago, and someone asked him the question, how do you feel about the proposal to increase the number of members of the city council? And his response was a little bit of a surprise to me, but not completely. And he said, Well, actually, I can see adding a seed or two to create better ethnic representation and allow populations to have better representation, but he said basically that it wouldn't solve the problems with corruption, and that you have to change the culture to address the corruption issue, and adding a lot of more seats isn't going to help.

3:32:47
So that was nice

3:32:49
part of it, part of it is because of the limited people. I mean, a district cannot hold their council member accountable, because you have 14 other council members who can outweigh your council member. So your council member can can go against the measure, but if he lets it known that he's in favor everybody else, just, you know, and he has a token, you know, Brownie point.

3:33:23
So, so tell me if I know that Dunn appeared before the charter commission. But it would seem to me, I don't know if Link is going to be presenting a document, or if there is a way for us to request a session of neighborhood council members around their major categories so that we can express what we think done is a city department. They aren't us.

3:33:53
Done is not rocking the boat, right? They're tweaking this and that, but nothing substantial. They're not justifying all the things that need to be changed to make neighborhood councils effective or functional. Yep. And lank is trying to put something together. Bonk is trying to put something together, but they don't have enough time to get you know consensus and most neighborhood councils are so green they don't know what they need, because they haven't been around as long as we have, and know how much better they worked 20 years, 10 years ago, compared to the last 10 years.

3:34:55
Well, and that needs to be presented to the charter. Commission members.

3:35:02
By more voices,

3:35:06
Laura's showing up.

3:35:08
Well, I I've been monitoring the whole time. Do you August? You remember this? Because we're we're all farts. Initially, neighborhood councils were supposed to receive copies of all applications. Now, at the time, there was hardly anything that was ministerial, so we didn't differentiate. The word all was all. It wasn't differentiated. So we got stupid stuff over height fences. Maybe we got, we were overwhelmed with stupid stuff, so I don't mind that we're not getting over height fences anymore. And the zoning code has also changed. So some of those are, you know, maybe, I mean, it's just different, but maybe the charter can go back to that language because people are complaining that they don't get copies of the ADMS, the administrative, ministerial, some of those ministerial things are not ministerial, and the planning staff just doesn't know. They don't have time to go out and drive into a neighborhood. So it was actually a good thing when we got all of it and so much, and it doesn't cost the planners anything, because when somebody goes to City Hall and applies for something, they are supposed to give them an extra copy, pre addressed and prepaid postage, prepaid just to send to the neighborhood council. So maybe in the charter, one thing we could and should ask for is just go back to that. Yeah, neighborhood councils should receive a copy of all applications. They may not be able to influence the outcome. They may not be discretionary, but there's no reason they should be secret or non transparent,

3:37:02
yeah, and we are often in the position of having people ask us about what's going on at such and so, and we have no clue, right?

3:37:10
I'm just saying there's no reason why administrative and ministerial approvals should be secret and non transparent. That's our justification, because you know that that was the agreement in the first place, because there wasn't, again, there wasn't this whole boatload of ministerial items. So just as long as we make it clear that it should be of zero cost, zero cost to the city, that the applicants pay for the packaging and the postage or the emailing. It doesn't matter. It could be by email. But, I mean, I don't think the charter gets into the method of distribution, but that the applicant should be responsible for.

3:37:52
And with the with the deadline of three days of filing, I

3:37:57
yeah, I think that I have to file. It just is. It used to be a walk in and you have an extra package, and you, you're, you're, you're not accepted. Your application's not complete if you don't have it. So the clock hasn't started. I mean, the clocks are very short now, but just they, they don't need to start. And that might be another ask. Don't start the time clock on applications until the application is complete, unless there's some state law that that's makes that illegal. And yes, I've been here the whole time. But also, this is a question for Cindy. I always do captions, but in this meeting, I can't save the transcript. Do you get the transcript? And if yes, can we have it? I mean, do you have an automatic Is she still here? I don't see her there.

3:38:51
Wasn't notice in the beginning about AI. I think creating,

3:38:55
yeah, no, it's here. I mean, I'm what, even as we talk, I you know, it's happening on my computer, but I can't save it here, so for whatever reason. So okay, that's it. I'm gonna

3:39:10
so we're gonna wrap up our meeting, and

3:39:17
it's one o'clock. Can you believe it? Yeah. So Barbara, thank you. Send me your report when you can, and I'll get it posted this afternoon, and also the recording. And I appreciate all of you. Thank you very much. I hope you have good holidays. We'll be meeting January the 10th. That's a Saturday, right? 10am our second Saturday of the month. And I look if anything's coming up in between August. Is it okay if I post your 130 pages on the plan? Check website?

3:39:56
Definitely Okay. All right, people.

3:40:00
That people, people should write in comments. If it resonates with you, pick things that he says and write in the same thing so they start to hear it over and over.

3:40:10
I'll, I'll make a page or something for charter reform. And maybe we can, anybody else that has things we can

3:40:17
park there. I put forth a lot of ideas that nobody else is even considering because,

3:40:24
yeah, you worked

3:40:25
hard on able to have you requested to speak to

3:40:30
them, you know, it's, it's so much, you know, they give you, like, 15 minutes, and rather than doing a presentation, it, it it needs to be more a dialog to go over the material.

3:40:45
So could use, if you could get, maybe we should ask that you have. Why don't we read it and then see how we can do that? Or have you be a second person when Link presents, if they're presenting whatever.

3:41:02
I mean, I would, I mean, I can't promise to make any meetings, but I will definitely try. You know,

3:41:11
well, if you got scheduled to speak for 15 minutes,

3:41:14
my experience with their with their meetings is, you know, they just have the presentations, and you can do your two minute public comment, but I can't say much in two minutes.

3:41:28
No, no, I'm suggesting that you speak not as a public comment, but be invited to address them.

3:41:36
Anyway, people are shedding off.

3:41:39
Okay, all right, thank you and the meeting. Thank you very much. Great. I appreciate you all.

3:41:45
Thank you. Thank you for bringing us together and holding us together. Yes, happy holidays. You too. Happy holidays, everybody

3:41:55
and the steering committee should get together one of these years.

3:41:58
Yeah, yes. We.

