Friday, February 21, 2025 City Council Meeting
AGENDA:  https://lacity.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateId=137999

ACTION ALERT RE:  Item No. 5

CF 15-0989-S47:  This motion, if adopted as is, will allow any so-called Olympic and Paralympic projects to be constructed without regard to CEQA, any existing specific plans, Conditional Use Permits, Site Plan Review requirements, height limits, setbacks, etc.

WRITTEN COMMENTS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED ASAP AND PHONE CALLS MADE TO COUNCILMEMBERS TO URGE THEM TO OPPOSE THE MEASURE ON FRIDAY’S AGENDA.  The motion is excessively broad and will allow undefined and unlimited numbers of projects to proceed without overview or review.

Added editorial notes:  If this measure passes as is, it may be used to move the Dodger Stadium/McCourt Gondola project forward.  (That project should be called out as being exempt from this ordinance.)  

There is no reason why the City cannot fashion an expedited review process for specific projects that meet defined criteria.  We are meant to be hosting a “no build” games.  The Olympics Committee should be called upon to provide any funds needed to staff a land use review process if the City is unable to do so.  
Scroll down as this memo contains screen shots that do not flow from item to item. 
Screen shots of the MOTION, a sample CIS opposing the motion, and a selection of public comments follow.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Council File 15-0989-S47:  https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=15-0989-S47

LINK to Public Comment page:
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/publiccomment/?cfnumber=15-0989-S47
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PLANNING AND LAND USE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT relative to drafting an ordinance to exempt Olympic and
Paralympic temporary and permanent venues, training facilties, security perimeters, broadcast and media centers, transit
infrastructure, live sites and fan zones, and associated structures from the requirements of City Planning approvals, zoning
regulations, and conditions, including but not limited to Conditional Use Permits and conditions tied to such permits, Site Plan Review
requirements, height restrictions, setback requirements, limitations imposed by Specific Plans, and any other planning or zoning
regulations that could delay or impede the rapid deployment and o use of essential facilies; and related matters.

Recommendations for Council action, as initiated by Motion (Park - Nazarian), SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR:

1. AUTHORIZE and DIRECT the Department of City Planning (DCP), in coordination with the City Attorey, Los Angeles
Department of Building and Safety (LADBS), Department of Recreation and Parks, City Administrative Officer (CAO), Chief
Legislative Analyst (CLA), Office of Major Events, and other relevant departments, to prepare a report with recommendations,
including budgetary/fiscal impacts, and an accompanying draft ordinance to exempt Olympic and Paralympic temporary and
permanent venues, training faciliies, security perimeters, broadcast and media centers, transit infrastructure, live sites and fan
zones, and associated structures (2028 Games Projects) from the requirements of City Planning approvals, zoning regulations,
and conditions, if applicable, including but not limited to Conditional Use Permits (CUPs) and conditions tied to such permits,
Site Plan Review requirements, height restrictions, setback requirements, limitations imposed by Specific Plans, and any other
planning or zoning regulations; but not to exempt 2028 Games Projects from mobility improvements required under Measure
HLA (Section 85.11 of Division Q of Chapter VIl of the Los Angeles Municipal Code) that could delay or impede the rapid
deployment and or use of essential facilies, with an option for the Council to exclude specifically-identified 2028 Games
Projects from the ordinance. This does not apply to Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) 28 by 28
transportation light rail projects, which will follow the established Master Cooperative Agreement (MCA) review process adopted
by Metro and the City in 2023

2. INSTRUCT the DCP to utilize the California Code of Regulations Title 14 Statutory Exemption Section 15272 - Olympic Games,
as follows:

“California Environmental Quality Act does not apply to activities or approvals necessary to the bidding for, hosting or staging of,
and funding or carrying out of, Olympic Games."
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3.INSTRUCT the LADBS to establish a dedicated unit to manage and expedite all development services related to the 2028
Games Projects and projects related to other major events. This unit shall coordinate all development-related services for 2028
Games projects, ensuring priority handiing of all 2028 Games-related applications and projects to minimize delays and
streamline the approval and construction process, providing a single point of contact, collaborating with other City departments,
agencies, and extemal stakeholders to ensure that Olympic projects meet all requirements, tracking progress on 2028 Games
Projects, and reporting to the Council and Mayor's Office on an ongoing basis to ensure that imelines are being met.

4. APPROVE, with the concurrence of the Mayor, one exempt Resolution Authority enterprise-funded position of Deputy
Superintendent of Building | at the LADBS to be used for the dedicated unit.

5.INSTRUCT the DCP, and the other departments mentioned in Recommendation No. 1 above, to provide the following:

. Adefinition of temporary and permanent infrastructure.

b. Qualifying criteria for each for fast tracking; and how to be informed of the fast tracking process; and nofification to the
impacted Council office(s).

c. The creation of a process for fast tracking.

6.INSTRUCT the DCP, and the other departments mentioned in Recommendation No. 1 above, to approve a permitting process
for fast tracking; and describe the process.

7.INSTRUCT the DCP, and the departments mentioned in Recommendation No. 1 above, to prepare the report with
recommendations before the draft ordinance is prepared.

cal Impact Statement: Neither the CAO nor the GLA has completed a financial analysis o this report.
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Summary: Historic Cultural North Neighborhood Council approved the following Community Impact Statement in
opposition to the motion introduced in Council File #15-0989-S47: The Historic Cultural North Neighborhood Council
opposes the motion introduced in Council File #15-0989-547, which asks the City Planning Department, with assistance
from the City Attorney's Office, to draft an ordinance exempting Olympics projects from CEQA, City Planning, zoning, and

other regulations. What the motion is asking for sounds dramatic: "exemptions for all Olympic and Paralympic temporary
and permanent venues, training faciliies, security perimeters, broadcast and media centers, transit infrastructure, live
sites and fan zones, and associated structures from the requirements of City Planning approvals, zoning regulations, and
permitting processes." The motion would create a “dedicated unit to manage and expedite all development services
related to Olympic and Paralympic Games projects and projects related to other major events” in the city's Department of
Building and Safety. The proposal raises several concerns: 1. What is the process for determining whether a project is
essential for the Olympics? 2. What criteria would be used to determine which projects qualify for these wide-ranging
exemptions? 3. What other “major events” would qualify projects for these exemptions? This proposal introduces many
opportunities for abuse. Major, permanent, development projects that could dramatically alter our neighborhoods could be
forced on our communities with no transparency or community engagement. The 2028 Olympic and Paralympic games
were awarded over seven years ago and promoted as “no-build” games. The lack of progress by the games organizers,
both in the private and public sector, should not be used as an excuse to weaken regulations that protect our communities
from exploitative and damaging developments.

Ref:MSG11855005
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Tam very concerned about this proposal to exempt Olympics
projects from the regulations, requirements, and reviews that are
necessary to preventing unlawful and unethical projects. This
proposal rings all the "city corruption" alarms. The council and
city could then just label anything as an "Olympic" project to get
around regulatory processes that have been created for a reason. I
am especially concerned this would be used to let the billionaire
stadium owners get their private gondola project glide through the
city approvals process without any oversight.
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The City must prepare an EIR for this ordinance that would
exempt facilities developed for the Olympics from planning
requirements. The facilities will have environmental impacts and
the City Council should be aware of what those impacts will be
before approving the project. Of particular concern are the
greenhouse-gas emissions from these projects. The City should
require all facilities built for the Olympics to be net-zero, so they
won't exacerbate global warming.
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The 2028 Olympic and Paralympic games were awarded over
SEVEN YEARS AGO and promoted as “NO-BUILD” games.
The lack of progress by the games organizers, both in the private
and public sector, should not be used as an excuse to weaken
regulations that protect our communities from exploitative and
damaging developments. The proposal raises several concerns: 1.
What i the process for determining whether a project is essential
for the "no-build" Olympics? 2. What criteria would be used to
determine which projects qualify for these wide-ranging
exemptions? 3. What other “major events” would qualify projects
for these exemptions? This proposal introduces many
opportunities for abuse. Major, permanent, development projects
that would dramatically alter our neighborhoods, such as the
LAART Dodger Stadium gondola boondoggle, could be forced on
our communities without essential planning review and
community engagement at the city-level. Our local electeds have
to stop bending to the will of billionaire developers. Our
communities are not for sale.
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‘This motion lays bare the intentions of developers, power players,
and Olympic boosters who have dragged the boondoggle here to
Los Angeles and we should all oppose it. The Olympics are.
always used as an excuse to build things communites don't want.
Well connected slumlords will use this ordinance to evict people:
from their homes, a a time when rents are surging thanks {o
unbridled price gouging by disaster capitalists in the wake of the
fires. The public was sold these Games as a "ne-build” Olympics.
We were told we have the infrastructure necessary to host, yet this
motion asserts that "many clemens and activites of the 2028
Games will equire buikding and developments'. Her solution s to
enact the Olympic State of Exception and exempt every.
tangentially Olympi related development from all sors of city
planning codes, reviews, and restrictions. She goes on to blame
homelessness for the City Planning Department's inability to
permit and oversce building for the Games. We don't want every
fail-son inthe city with access o capital evicting our neighbors so
they can build ADU Airbrbs nex! to Olympic fan zones and
venues. So this motion enables ininite Olympic development
without oversight for the "no-build” Games we were promised
“This motion will be abused, that's why it was written. There is
another interesting thing happening to consider here. Almost two
months afer this motion was submitted by Council-member Park,
she has stepped down as Chair o the Ad-hoe LA28 Committee to
become Chair ofthe fire recovery commitiee. Along with Gavin
Newsom she is championing a blanket removal of regulations to
enable rebuilding. She's found a tidier way to enable the
development her campaign fundraisers demand, without all the
hubbub of an historically over-budget mega-cvent that causes
cconomic stife and human pain wherever it gocs. If you combine
this motion with plans like the Festival Trail, venues, events,
Viewing centers, and fan zones willstretch throughout the ciy.

We can expect the abuse of this deregulation to encroach on the
lives of Angelenos from every neighborhood and displace
Angelenos from every council ditrict. The right choice for Los
Angeles,inthe wake ofthe fires, i tll o cancel these Olympics,
but the least you can do i stop this brazen attempt o enable
harmful development throughout the city. We know what this
motion is about and we know you'e all going to approve it, but

we're obliged to put in the public record that you shouldnt. Please:
be brave and prove us wrong.
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To Councilmembers Park and Nazarian, This is supposed to be a
NO BUILD Olympics since the LA region has scores of sporting
venues at the ready. Why then are you proposing exemptions, fast
tracking, and minimal oversight for new projects? Please tell us
who these new projects will benefit because it's surely not us
everyday folks. The 2-week long Olympic games and
Paralympics, exceptional in their own right, are not good reasons
to give cover to developers who want to build without scrutiny.
Oversight and standards exist to protect all parties involved,
including the City, taxpayers, residents, and the developers. Do
not vote to relax the protections we rely on. Do not allow
billionaire developers to sneak in unwanted and unnecessary
projects like a gondola faux-transportation ride under the umbrella
of Olympics welfare. There exist smarter alternatives. Ths is an
opportunity for LA City Council to show that it stands for the
people. Tany Ling, Los Angeles resident
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After the damage post fires, we need to focus on rebuilding LA
with long-lasting, affordable and sustainable development NOT
bulldozing through regular planning processes for a tourist
attraction like the Olympics. The motion lists temporary and
permanent venues, training facilities, media centers, and transit
infrastructure as possible examples of the type of building projects
that should be exempt. These projects are significant construction
projects that may have long-term impacts on their neighborhoods
and the city. It is unacceptable to exempt them from regular
planning processes. The 2028 Olympics were designated for LA
back in 2017 — an unprecedented 11 years before the Olympics.
Angelenos shouldn’t have to pay the price for LA28 organizers’
incompetence with hastily designed projects with unvetted
environmental and social impacts. LA’s Olympics organizers
promised a “no-build” Olympics. The idea that city officials are
now turning around and saying that not only do we need to build,
but that we need to exempt these building projects from our
primary oversight mechanisms is a shameful bait-and-switch.




