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What is SB 9? 
● California Housing Opportunity and More Efficiency (HOME) Act 

● Effective January 1, 2022

● Increase housing supply and diversify the types of housing available 

● Supports modest increases in number of smaller-sized homes in single-family 
neighborhoods

● Allows for streamlined, ministerial (by-right) process for creating Two Unit Development 
(TUD) and/or Urban Lot Split (ULS)
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SB 9 Implementation
● SB 9 Implementation Memo (February 2022)

● SB 9 Fact Sheet (FAQ) (February 2022)

● SB 9 Landing Page (May 2022)

● SB 9 Ordinance (Summer 2022)

https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/bef6b998-de32-4090-9557-5f98711c6c15/SB9_Memo_2-7-22MG_-_signed.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/597fb369-6fbd-4148-a057-3f33233405d2/SB9FAQ2.7l.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/development-services/senate-bill-9
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Eligibility Criteria
● Located in single-family zones (RA, RE, RS, R1, RU, RZ, RW)

● Cannot be on a Sensitive Site:
○ Wetlands 
○ Hazardous Waste Sites
○ Floodplains
○ Floodway
○ Conservation Areas
○ Habitat Areas
○ Historic Designations
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Other Requirements or Limitations
● Cannot result in the demolition or alteration of “protected unit”; i.e., 

○ Affordable Housing
○ Housing subject to Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO)
○ Ellis Act Removals 
○ Tenant occupied housing within the last 3 years

● Short-term and vacation rentals are prohibited. However, City-registered Home-Sharing as an 
accessory use to a primary residence is permitted.  
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Development Standards
● Parking

○ 1 off-street covered parking space per unit
○ 0 spaces if within 0.5 miles walking distance of either a high-quality transit corridor or 

major transit stop, or a car share vehicle drop off or pick up location

● Setbacks 
○ Underlying Front Yard Setback
○ 4-foot Rear and Side Yard Setbacks 
○ Existing structures can remain

● All other underlying objective zoning standards (i.e., FAR, height, etc.) shall still apply unless it 
would physically preclude an Urban Lot Split and/or the development of up to two 800 sf 
dwelling units. Compliance with Building and Fire Code shall always be required.
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SB 9 Two Unit Development (TUD)
Allows for the development of two dwelling units on a lot zoned for single-family dwellings.

● Unit Size
○ Guarantees the development of up to two 800 sf units
○ May be larger if within floor area or residential floor area (RFA) permitted by underlying zoning

● ADUs/JADUs
○ Adding an ADU or JADU does not create a Two Unit Development
○ ADUs and JADUs may be permitted to allow more than two primary dwelling units per the City’s 

ADU Ordinance (if not used in conjunction with an Urban Lot Split)

● Fees
○ All impact fees applicable to a standard dwelling project also apply to SB 9 TUD projects
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SB 9 Urban Lot Split (ULS)
Allows for the subdivision of one single-family zoned lot into two individual parcels.

● Lot Size & Area
○ New lot cannot be smaller than 40% of the original lot size, and no smaller than 1,200 square feet

● Number of Units
○ Each lot created by an ULS can be developed with a maximum of two units, including ADUs/JADUs

● Owner Occupancy 
○ Applicant must sign an affidavit stating that they intend to live in one of the homes for 3 years from the 

date of map approval

● Previous Urban Lot Splits
○ A parcel created from a ULS cannot be subdivided again through a ULS

● Adjacent Parcels
○ Adjacent parcels cannot be split by the same owner or someone acting in concert
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SB 9 Urban Lot Split cont.
● ADUs/JADUs

○ Each lot can be developed with up to two primary dwellings (SFD or duplex) and any ADUs/JADUs 
permitted by the ADU Memo

○ If using in conjunction with a TUD, no ADUs/JADUs shall be permitted

● Dedications
○ No right-of-way dedication requirements, or imposition of off-site improvements associated with a 

subdivision map shall be imposed
○ Any improvements otherwise required for the development of housing under the Baseline Hillside 

Ordinance may be required

● Fees
○ Major Admin Fee - $3,978 before surcharges; $4,892.94 after surcharges
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Urban Lot Split
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Two Unit Development and Urban Lot Split
● Maximum Development

○ May utilize both TUD and ULS to create two lots with up to two dwellings on each lot
○ ADUs and JADUs are not permitted on parcels that use both the TUD and ULS

● Concurrent Permitting
○ An ULS application and TUD application with LADBS may be submitted in parallel 

■ ULS Conditions of Approval may require revisions to the TUD project
■ No building permit will be issued until the final map is recorded
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SB 9 Metrics
● Over 375 email inquiries received by City Planning

● Approximately 75 meetings consultations completed by City Planning

● Approximately 50% of inquiries are from homeowners 

● 22 TUD building permits have been submitted to LADBS

● 3 ULS applications have been submitted to City Planning



Los A
ngeles C

ity P
lanning

Inquiries by Geographic Location
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Inquiries by SB 9 Development Type
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Inquiries by Zone
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ZIMAS Eligibility Criteria
How to check SB 9 Eligibility of 
your property on ZIMAS:

1. www.zimas.lacity.org
2. Search by Address

3. Planning and Zoning tab
4. SB 9 Eligibility link

http://www.zimas.lacity.org


Los A
ngeles C

ity P
lanning

ZIMAS Eligibility Criteria

5. All boxes in Section A must be “YES”
6. All boxes in Section B must be “NO”. If “Further Review Needed” or “Bio Review Needed”, 

contact City Planning for instructions.
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Additional Things to Know
● Easements for public utilities, water systems, sewers, street lights, storm drains or flood 

control channels, and slope rights may be required for ULSs.

● Don’t forget to plan for water and power service.

● If an ADU was recently added to a site with a single family residence built prior to October 1, 
1978, the property may be subject to the Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO).
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Resources
● SB 9 Implementation Memo

● SB 9 Fact Sheet (FAQ)

● SB 9 Government Code

● LAHD Information on RSO and ADUs

● Implementation of 2019 ADU Ordinance and State ADU Law

https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/bef6b998-de32-4090-9557-5f98711c6c15/SB9_Memo_2-7-22MG_-_signed.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/597fb369-6fbd-4148-a057-3f33233405d2/SB9FAQ2.7l.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB9
https://housing.lacity.org/rental-property-owners/accessory-dwelling-unit
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/ec892d01-7873-455a-8e15-78a771b2c7ac/ADU_Memo_2020_Final_2.26.20_(1).pdf
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Application Forms
Habitat Forms
● CP-3608 Owner’s Declaration of No Habitat

● CP-3610 Biologist’s Statement of Habitat

Required for both Urban Lot Splits and Two Unit 
Developments, as determined by the Eligibility 
Criteria Checklist.

Urban Lot Split Forms
● CP-3604 SB 9 Urban Lot Split Application

● CP-3605 SB 9 Urban Lot Split Specialized 
Requirements

https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/51dcb7b9-d3d1-4886-9a11-b13d813e2001/Owner's%20Statement%20of%20No%20Habitat.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/f4ab32dc-5ed2-42a4-b4ee-2bd8442140db/Biologist's%20Statement%20of%20Habitat.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/32efd74d-1f8f-44a2-9000-a53554b110f2/SB%209%20Urban%20Lot%20Split%20Application.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/b3901e7e-b25a-4713-87be-d0c7d46e85eb/SB%209%20Urban%20Lot%20Split%20Specialized%20Requirements.pdf
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Contact Information
Los Angeles City Planning 
SB 9 Planning Inquiries: planning.sb9@lacity.org 
Website: www.planning.lacity.org

Los Angeles Building and Safety (LADBS)
Phone: 311 (within City of LA) or (213) 473-3231
Development Services Case Management: 
https://www.ladbs.org/services/special-assistance/dscm
Website: www.ladbs.org  

Bureau of Engineering (BOE)
BOE Customer Service Portal
Website: www.eng.lacity.org

Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD)
Hydrants and Access: lafdhydrants@lacity.org 
Fire Life Safety: lafd.fdsapplication@lacity.org
Website: https://www.lafd.org

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP)
Electrical Service: (213) 367-6937
Water Service: (213)-367-2130
Website: www.ladwp.com

Los Angeles Housing Department (LAHD)
Phone: (213) 928-9097
Land Use: lahd-landuse@lacity.org 
RSO and Ellis Act: Lahd-landlorddeclarations@lacity.org
Website: https://housing.lacity.org

mailto:planning.sb9@lacity.org
https://www.ladbs.org/services/special-assistance/dscm
http://ladbs.org/
https://engpermitmanual.lacity.org/contact-us
http://www.eng.lacity.org
mailto:lafdhydrants@lacity.org
mailto:lafd.fdsapplication@lacity.org
https://www.lafd.org/
https://www.ladwp.com
mailto:lahd-landuse@lacity.org
mailto:Lahd-landlorddeclarations@lacity.org
https://housing.lacity.org/partners/developers/developer-resources
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Questions?


