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● This PCN Process involves Retail Storefront Activity Only 

● The Retail Storefront application process is limited to Social Equity Applicants (SEAs) until 

January 1, 2025. As such, Prospective Social Equity Applicants seeking to apply for a Retail 

storefront license can apply one of two ways: 

● Applicants seeking to apply in a Community Plan Area yet to reach Undue Concentration 

via Phase 3 Retail Round 2 lottery

● Through the PCN Process, if the Applicant is seeking to to apply in a Community Plan 

Area subject to a finding of Undue Concentration 



PCN at a Glance

3

● Local law has established that per Community Plan Area, DCR is authorized to issue 1 Retail 
license per 10,000 residents. 

○ EMMDs and Phase 3 Retail Round 1 (First 100) *
● As such each Community Plan Area, has its own limit on the number of Retail Licenses that 

DCR may issue, based on the size of its population.
● Community Plan Areas are subject to a finding of Undue Concentration once DCR has issued 

all of the licenses available in a given Community Plan Area. 
● The PCN process is outlined in LAMC Sec 104.03(a)(4)
● Therefore an Applicant seeking to apply in a Community Plan Area subject to a finding of Undue 

Concentration must go through this PCN process before they can submit an application for a 
Retail license to DCR.

https://ladcp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=ffd298faf52c4427b9269e1871cf6828
https://ladcp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=ffd298faf52c4427b9269e1871cf6828
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-312606#JD_104.03.
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● A total 53 PCN requests that have been submitted to DCR.  (47 have paid the PCN filing fee)

○ Six PCN requests may be abandoned due to unpaid fees

● On February 25, 2021, DCR began transmitting PCN requests to the City Clerk.

● These PCN requests will be transmitted in three batches:

○ 1st Batch 2/25 through 3/9 - Completed

○ 2nd Batch 3/23 through 3/30 - Completed

○ 3rd Batch 4/15 through 4/22 - Pending
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● The following requests have been transmitted:

○ CD 1: (1) Central City North

○ CD 2: (4) Sherman Oaks - Studio City - Toluca Lake - Cahuenga Pass; (3) Sun Valley - La Tuna Canyon (1 pending)

○ CD 4: (2) Sherman Oaks - Studio City - Toluca Lake - Cahuenga Pass

○ CD 6: (2) Sun Valley - La Tuna Canyon (1 pending)

○ CD 11: (3) Venice

○ CD14:  (25) Central City; (4) Central City North 

○ CD 15: (3) Harbor Gateway (1 pending)
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DCR has developed a number of resources for the public regarding the PCN Process. 

● PCN Standards - CF 20-0420
● PCN Information and Procedure Bulletin 
● PCN Workflow 
● PCN Request Form - visit cannabis.lacity.org/Licensing/Licensing 

Information/Application Forms and Documents (LIC-4001-FORM)
● PCN Stakeholder Input Request Form (LIC-4002-FORM)

In addition, DCR prepared this Video Tutorial for Stakeholders.

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-0420_misc_6-25-20.pdf
https://cannabis.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph1291/f/LIC-4001-IPB%20PCN%20Information%20and%20Procedure%20Bulletin%20%282020.09.08%29.pdf
https://cannabis.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph1291/f/LIC-4001-WF%20PCN%20Workflow%20%28Secured%29.pdf
https://cannabis.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph1291/f/LIC-4001-FORM%20PCN%20Request%20%282020.09.08%29.pdf
https://cannabis.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph1291/f/LIC-4002-Form%20Request%20for%20Stakeholder%20Input%20%282020.09.08%29.pdf
https://cannabis.lacity.org/licensing/licensing-information/public-participation#PCN
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https://cannabis.lacity.org/licensing/licensing-information/application-procedures-and-resources
https://cannabis.lacity.org/licensing/licensing-information/public-notice
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At PLUM…

● DCR Staff will make a brief presentation stating the geophysical facts of the request:

○ Where the Business Premises is located 

○ The zone of the parcel where the Business Premises is located

○ If there are sensitive uses that have been identified within 700 feet of the 

Business Premises location*

● LAPD will provide the crime statistics and their position on the application

● The Applicant will provide testimony

● Council Office may or  may not provide position on the record

● Public Comment
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After PLUM….

● In coordination with the Council President’s Office, the City Clerk will publish the Council 

agenda within 90 calendar days of the :

○ With a  recommendation from PLUM for approval or denial, it will publish the 

findings to support or deny the request

○ With no recommendation from PLUM

● If the matter is continued beyond the 90 calendar day limit, the matter will be denied as  

operation of law.



PCN Standards 

● The existing commercial cannabis businesses in the requestor’s Community Plan 
Area are concentrated in one area, such that the requestor's business, located in 
another area, would serve the public convenience or necessity; or 

● The proposed business premises would serve an area of increased density or 

consumer traffic, including but not limited to an entertainment or commercial 
corridor, such that the proposed location would serve the public convenience or 
necessity by satisfying a higher demand for retail locations; or 
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PCN Standards 

● The proposed business premises would be located in an area with a high number of 
unlicensed commercial cannabis retail establishments, such that an additional 
licensed location would serve the public convenience or necessity by satisfying a 
higher demand for retail locations and reduce patronage of unlicensed 
establishments; 

● The requestor's business would include clear specified public safety related 
features, such that the operation of the requestor's business would serve the public 
convenience or necessity by likely reducing crime or nuisance activity in the 
surrounding area,
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PCN Information and Procedure Bulletin

● Overview of Responsibilities 
● Associated Forms 
● Instructions 
● Standards 
● Applicable Code Sections 
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https://cannabis.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph1291/f/LIC-4001-IPB%20PCN%20Information%20and%20Procedure%20Bulletin%20%282020.09.08%29.pdf
https://cannabis.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph1291/f/LIC-4001-IPB%20PCN%20Information%20and%20Procedure%20Bulletin%20%282020.09.08%29.pdf
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https://cannabis.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph1291/f/LIC-4001-FORM%20PCN%20Request%20%282020.09.08%29.pdf
https://cannabis.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph1291/f/LIC-4001-FORM%20PCN%20Request%20%282020.09.08%29.pdf
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https://cannabis.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph1291/f/LIC-4002-Form%20Request%20for%20Stakeholder%20Input%20%282020.09.08%29.pdf
https://cannabis.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph1291/f/LIC-4002-Form%20Request%20for%20Stakeholder%20Input%20%282020.09.08%29.pdf



