


BEES 

• Concern for health of bees and 
impact on food system 

 

• Backyard beekeeping legalized in 
cities around the country and 
world over the last several years 

 

• Allowing backyard beekeeping 
supports bees; regulating it 
ensures health of bees and health 
and safety of human neighbors 



BEEKEEPING IN LA 

Currently Allowed In: 

 

• Agricultural zones (A1, A2) 

 

• Industrial zones (MR1) 

 

• Public Facility (PF) for educational purposes 



CITY COUNCIL MOTION 

• City Council Motion introduced on 
May 12, 2012 

 

• City Council Motion directed 
Planning to prepare a report, in 
consultation with Animal Services, 
regarding the feasibility of allowing 
beekeeping in R zones 

 



BEEKEEPING IN LA 

 

 

Proposed to be Allowed In: 

 
• Single-Family Zones  

(RA, RE, RS, R1) 



OTHER CITY/COUNTY ORDINANCES 

City of Santa Monica (2011) 
• 2 hives maximum per lot 

• At least 5 feet from all lot lines 

• 6 foot tall barrier, unless hive is 8 feet above grade 

• 1 violation in 4 years, no reported problems 
 

City of San Diego (2012) 

• 1-2 hives: outside setbacks/15 feet from ROW, lot 
lines 

• 3+ hives: 100 feet from ROW; distancing from 
neighboring lots, 600 feet from neighbors’ 
residential buildings 

• 6 foot tall barrier, unless hive is 8 feet above grade 



SUMMARY 

Regulations 
• Maximum number of hives 
 

• Minimum distances between 
hives and lot lines (neighbors) 

 

• Fence, wall or hedge between 
hives and adjacent lot lines 

 
• Hive positioning 

 

Guidelines 
• Hive management (maintaining 

hives, providing water, 
equipment storage, etc.) 
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REGULATIONS SUMMARY 

Regulations 
 

• Register as beekeeper with County of Los Angeles  
 
• Maximum of one hive for every 2500 square feet of Lot area 
 
• Hives minimum 5 feet  from lot lines, 20 feet from public right-of-way/private street 
 
• Hive entrances face away from or parallel to nearest lot line 

 
• 6 foot wall or vegetative barrier between hives and adjacent lots,  
           or placement of hives minimum of 8 feet above grade (ground level) of adjacent lot 
 
 

Definitions 
 
Apiary  The keeping or maintenance of Bees in a collection of Hives or colonies 
Bee  Any stage of the common domestic honey bee, Apis Mellifera species 
Beekeeping, Backyard  The keeping or maintenance of an Apiary in a Hive as accessory use 
Hive  A structure for the housing of a bee colony 
 



REGULATIONS SUMMARY 



PROPOSED GUIDELINES 

 

• Hives kept in sound and usable condition 

 

• Water source provided on lot where bees are kept, to discourage bee 
visitation at water sources on adjacent public or private property 

 

• Hive maintenance materials or equipment stored in sealed container 
or within building or enclosure 

 



NEXT STEPS 

 

• Last day to submit comments:  Tuesday, April 14, 2015 

 

• City Planning Commission (public hearing):  May 14, 2015 

 

• Planning and Land Use Management Committee (public hearing) 

 

• City Council (public hearing) 

 

 



QUESTIONS & COMMENTS 

Contact: 

 

Katie Peterson, City Planning Associate 

email: katherine.peterson@lacity.org 

phone: (213) 978-1445 

mail: 200 N. Spring St., Room 701, M/S 395 

Los Angeles CA, 90012 


